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Is AIAH ai 17. 
BeHoLD, FOR PEACE I HAD GREAT BITTERNESS 
BUT THOU HAST IN LOVE TO MY SOUL DELIV=- 
ERED IT FROM THE PIT OF CORRUPTION: FOR 
THOU HAST CAST ALL MY SINS BEHIND THY 
BACK, 


| Men and BRETRHREN! 


E are met together this afternoon, not to 
ſee the face which has ſo often gladdened 
the congregations of the righteous; nor to hear the 
voice, which for many years has made thoſe walls 
ring with the ſound of ſalvation by our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, You are aſſembled in conſequence 
of the deceaſe of the Rey. ANDREW GIFFORD, b. o. 
He has left our world a little before us ; we have 
reſpectfully committed his body to the tomb: 
you have already bedewed his grave with your 
rears, and ſome of you weep, molt of all, becauſe, 
on earth, you are to ſee his face no more—no 
more! But were he this moment to ariſe from 
the dead, to aſcend theſe ſteps, and now to preach 
his own funeral ſermon ; methinks he would 
B em- 
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employ your meditations on the words which 
he himſelf has choſen for this ſervice; hear 
them. | 

BEHOLD, FOR PEACE I HAD GREAT BITTERNESS 
BUT THOU: HAST IN LOVE TO MY SOUL DELIVERED 
1T FROM THE PIT OF CORRUPTION : FOR THOU 


HAST CAST ALL MY SINS BEHIND THY BACK, 


This verſe contains part of the hiſtory and ex- 
perience of that amiable and holy man Heze- 
kizh, king of Judah ; whoſe reign began with 
ſuch glorious marks of extraordinary piety, as 
entitle him to a rank amongſt the firſt refor- 
mers in religion that any age has ever produc- 


ed. His piety had an aſtoniſhing influence on 


the men of Judah, and met the approbation and 
plaudit of Judah's God. For ſeveral years he 
enjoyed a profound peace in his kingdom, and, 
no doubt, as a ſervant of God, was favored with 
a holy ſerenity of mind: but, as mutability is in- 
ſcribed on all human affairs; ſo it is on the very 


happieſt frames of renewed men. Hence, we 
hear the king of Judah ſaying, Behold , for peace 


T had great bitterneſs ( a), innumerable pains ſuc- 
ceeded 


(a) The firſt part of the text may be, and has been, ok 
dfterently ; Behold my great bitterneſs is unto peace, or, he has: 
turned it into peace; it has iſſued in it; ſo Dr. Gill, my honor- 
ed predeceſſor. This view of the Pallas would lead us to 


eonfider peace as following bitcerneſs, and not going before 


it. But as this tranſlation is not perhaps abſolutely need - 
ful to our underſtanding of the text, 1 as the common 


reading 
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ceeded my pleafures ; nevertheleſs, he adds, But 
thou haſt in love to my ſoul delivered it from the pit 
of corruption : for thou baſt caſt all 1 ay þ ins behind 
thy back. 

Let us behold this good man in the poſſeſſion 
of peace—attend him when his peace has given 
place to trouble—and then view the love of God 
diſplayed towards him, in lengthening out his 
life, and in pardoning all his fins. We wiſh to 
conſider theſe things in reference to the expe- 
riences of chriſtians in common, and to connect 
with them ſuch other ideas as the nature of this 
ſolemnity particularly requires. 

I enter on this work, the Lord knows my heart, 
with the utmoſt diffidence: there is ſcarcely a 
perſon that can be named, but would have exe- 
euted this office better than myſelt : but, if I feel 
any movement of mind, which fits me at all in 
the leaſt for it, it is a deſire that Almighty God 
would eminently bleſs this ſervice to immortal 
ſouls. Brethren, lift up your hearts with me; 
and let us intreat the Eternal Spirit to make the 
death of the preacher the life of the-ſinner. O, 
that the dead in ſin, may hear the voice of che 
Son of God, in the miniſtry of the Word, and ſo 
hear that they may live for ever! 


B 2 | I. Let 
reading gives us a ſenſe which ſeems well to correſpond 


with the context, we take the words as they land in our 
common Englith bibles, 
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I. Let us meditate on the felicitous condt- 
tion of the good Hezekiah in the poſſeſſion of 
peace. 

Shall I ſpeak of him, as a man enjoying health 
in his body? as a king bleſſed with a ſeries of proſ- 
perity and tranquility through all his dominions? 
Theſe are invaluable privileges. Rather let us 
conſider him as a finner, whole conſcience has 
been ſprinkled with the blood of Chriſt, by vir- 
tue of which he enjoys that peace which conſiſts 
in a ſweet ſenſe of the divine friendſhip. 

As we come into the world, fallen, and finners, 
our very natures are hoſtile againſt God, Our 
carnal mind is not only inimical, to the Law- 
giver of the Univerſe; but it is enmily againſt 
God. In this condition there is no peace to the 
wicked, they are abſolutely deſtitute of that ra- 
tional, manly, ſpiritual, heaven-born tranquility, 
which is calculated to make them happy. Sin- 
ners ! you know that in general, you are like the 
troubled ſea, whoſe waters caſt up mire and dirt. 
In vain do the ſons of impiety ſay, Peace, peace, 
to you; in vain do you purſue it/in the paths of 
iniquity. Hitherto, the way of peace you have 
not known, No; not ſo much as the entrance 
into it. The broad path, in which you are now 
walking, may ſeem right to you but God him- 
ſelf from on high, aſſures you, that the end thereof, 
are the ways of death (b). But peculiarly diſtin- 
guiſhed are they, whole feet are brought into the 

| way 
(4) Prov, xiv. 12. 
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way of peace, by the celeſtial guidance of the 
Holy Spirit. 

That peace, which is of everlaſting importance, 
and which alone deſerves the name, is made, by 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt revealed in the holy 
ſcripture, and applied to the ſoul, by the bleſſed 
Spirit. | | 

It is truly affecting to ſee a fellow-creature 
who has murdered the firſt part of his life, ſpend- 
ing the laſt, in attempting to eſtabliſh his own 
righteouſneſs, not ſubmitting to the righteouſneſs of 

God (c) for juſtification. He is as a drunken 
man that lieth upon the top of a maſt (4); he 
is in danger to a proverb. But if there be any 
caſe more ſhocking, it 1s his who ſends for the 
miniſter to ſettle his accounts with Jehovah, or 
bids adieu to all terreſtrial things; ſaying, in the 
laſt moments of expiring nature, © I have made 
my peace with God,” There is but a ſtep be- 
tween hat elevated ſpectacle and death: but his 
infatuated wretch drops into the yawning billows 
beneath, and is buried for ever in the lake which 
burneth with fire and brimſtone. Bleſſed be 
God, believers, we have not ſo learned Chriſt, 
and the way of ſalvation, The Prince of Peace 
having obeyed all the precepts of the moral law 
in our room, and endured the whole penalty of 

it in our ſtead, hath made peace, by the blood of 
his croſs (e), and IE is our peace (F). | 


The 


(c) Rom. x. 3. (d) Prov. xxili, 34. 
(e) Col. i. 2c. (f) Eph. ii. 14. 
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The peace thus made by our dear Redeemer ; 
is revealed in the holy ſcriptures, and brought home 
to the heart by the good Spirit of God. The 
whole goſpel is epitomized in thoſe rapturous 
ſtrains of the angelic hoſts ; « Glory to God in 
the higheſt, and on earth peace, good will to- 
wards men.” The apoſtles of our Lord, pub- 
liſhed the ſame tranſporting meſſage, they ſpent 
their lives in preaching peace by Feſus Chriſt (a), 
In the day of the Lord's power, the ſinner's ears 
are opened, and he attends devoutly to the things 
which are ſpoken concerning himſelf as a Rebel, 


and Chriſt as the Prince of Peace. Jehovah ad- 
. dreſſes him in ſome ſuch language as this, Fu- 


ry is not in me, it is in you, ſinner; who would 
ſet the briars and the thorns againſt me in battle? 
I would go through them, I would burn them 
together—rather, let him take hold of Chriſt Je- 


ſus, my ſtrength; he may make peace with me, he 


Hall make peace with me ().“ The rebel lays 
down his arms, and ſurrenders at diſcretion. He 
parts from all fin, and the Lord gives him a Sa- 
viour. God the Father, Son and Spirit, muſt 
have the honour of his ſalvation, and he the hap- 
pineſs of it through everlaſting ages. Now God 
and the reconciled offender, walk together, being 
agreed. God is well pleaſed with his people for 
the ſake of the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, who hath 
magtified the law and made it honourable ; and 

Fs they 


(a) Acts x. 36. (5) Iſaiah xxvii. 47 5+ 
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they are inclined to ſay, „This is our beloved 
Saviour, with whom we are well pleaſed.” O 
glorious reconciliation! What preſent happineſs 
reſults from it! Wiſdom's ways are ways of 
pleaſantneſs, and all her paths are peace. They 
are kept in perfect peace whoſe minds are ſtayed 
on the Lord, truſting in him. They joy in God 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by whom they 
have now received the atonement, And in be- 
lieving, ſome favoured men, have rejoiced with 
Joy unſpeakable, and full of glory(c), And the fe- 
licity, the preſent felicity of believers, has been 
much advanced, with the bright, the tranſport- 
ing proſpects of entering into peace, everlaſting 
uninterrupted peace ; of reſting in their beds, 
each one walking in his uprightneſs (d). This is 
peace indeed; this is deſerving of the name: 
there is none like it, Does not this ſweet ſenſe 
of the friendſhip of God, make our days, like 
the days of heaven upon the earth? May this 
peace be enjoyed by each of us; enjoyed; not in 
the days of our firſt love only, for a week or a 
month; but may it reſt on us: —reſt in all its ſa- 
cred pleaſures, and in all its ſanctifying influence! 
And, O that it may abide on the whole Iſrael 
of God! But it is intimated in our text, that 
the preſent peace of the children of God is ca- 
pable of being interrupted, Let us therefore, 


(c) 1 Pet, i. 8, (5) Iſa. lyii. 2. 
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II. Attend Hezetiab, when his peace is fol- 
lowed by trouble. His own' words are, « Behold, 
for peace I had great bitterneis, q. d. my joys 
were exchanged for ſorrows; and inſtead of a 
ſeries of uninterrupted pleaſures, which I expeed, 
the heavens gathered blackneſs; the celeſtial 
| ſunſhine was gone; and | became the ſubject of 
inexpreſſible diſtreſs.” | 

It may be aſked, From whence did the trou- 
bles of this good man proceed? We reply, that 
thoygh his circumſtances were in ſome reſpects 
peculiar ; his diſtreſſes aroſe from the ſame quar- 
ter from whence the troubles of good men in 
common proceed: from affliftion—and fin. 

1. Hezekiab was diſtreſſed on account of af- 
fliction. He muſt have felt no inconſiderable 
trouble, when Sennacherib, with his powerful 
army, invaded his dominions, deſtroyed his cis 

ties, drained his treaſury of all its riches, and 
even made it neceflary for him to cut off the 
very gold with which he had overlaid the doors 
and pillars of the temple ; nothing ſhort of all 
this was a preſent large enough to ſatisfy the 
wiſhes of this haughty monarch (e), who added 
ſacrilege to a moſt furious ambition, More diſ- 
treſſed ſtill he muſt have been, when the Aſſy- 
rian, taking occaſion from the low condition 
into which he had reduced his finances, came 
againſt Jeruſalem itſelf, the royal city. Perhaps 
he was ready to fear that the kingdom of Judah, 
| Was 


{e) 2 Kings xviii. 15, 16, 
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was noto to be entirely blotted out; as the king- 
dom of Jrael had been about eight years befcre. 
But, his bodily affiition, which perhaps was about 
this time, muſt have made his diſtreſs very great 
indeed, The King of kings ſent Itaiah co him 
with this tremendous meſſage : * Set thine 
houſe in order, for thou ſhalt die, and not live ()“. 
A meſſage which had this ſecret reſervation, I 
ſuppoſe attending it, «© Unleſs the frame of thy 
mind, correſponds to the nature and deſign of 
Jehovah's diſpenſations towards thee.” He re- 
ceived the awful ſummons with thoſe deep 
emotions of ſorrow which are ſo pathetically 
expreſſed in the chapter before us. He believ- 
ed the prophet's teſtimony, and ſaid to his own 
ſoul, „1 ſhall go to the gates of the grave 
he will cut me off with pining ſickneſs (g)“ 
His fears were followed with affliction. The 
Lord laid his hand heavy upon him; and with 
a grievous ulcer, he was fick unto death (); there 
was no expectation of his recovery. What lan- 
guage can fully declare the anguiſh of his ſpi- 
tit. If any man, in the poſſeſſion of his rea- 
ſon, be afflicted, and ready to die, one ſhould 
think that all his powers muſt be awake to 
the utmoſt ſenſibility. But if a man, a good 
man, be afflicted and ready to die, and is ap- 
prebenfive that God is angry with him, that his 
fins are not forgiven; that he 1s deſtitute of 
an intereſt in- Chriſt; no wonder that he ex- 

C periences 


( f) Iſaiah xxxviii. 1. (g) ver. 10,12, (i) ver. 1, 21. 
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periences bitterneſs of foul, and fuffering the 
terrors of the Lord, though they are not vin- 
dictive in the moſt awful ſenſe of the word, is al- 
moſt diſtracted (i). I ſuppoſe this was the con- 
dition of the king of Judah. Corporal afflicti- 
ons are not joyous, but in their very nature 
grievous, even when the people of God enjoy 
the light of his countenance under them. But 
how excruciating muſt they be, when there is 
reaſon to ſuſpect that God is viliting their tran/- 
greſſion with the rod, and their iniguity with ſtripes 
( ). Then we hear ſuch exclamations as theſe : 
« Alaſs, my ſtupidity and hardneſs of heart! 
my averſion to duty! my propenſity to ſin! 
my flagrant ingratitude |”? The affliction of the 
ſoul, is the ſoul of this affliction. God hides 
his face, his children are troubled ;—troubled, 
when they reflect on the paſt ; troubled, when 
they look forward to the future. How can 
they look into the pit of corruption? they can- 
not exultingly ſay, „O death! where is thy 
Ning? O grave! where is thy victory?“ 
Thanks be to God, who givetk us the victory 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Rather; thro' 
fear of death, they are ſubje& to bondage; and 
inſtead of the peace which paſſeth all under- 
| ſanding ; they have bitterneſs, which is empha- 
tically great. No one can fully conceive of it, 
unleſs he has been in ſuch circumſtances him- 
felf, This ſhould teach us to watch and pray, 
that 


(i) Plalm Ixxxviii. 15. (k) Plal, Ixxxix. 31, 32. 
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that we may be actually prepared to meet our 
Lord, and not be aſhamed of Chriſt at his 

coming. | 
2. Sin was another ſource of this good man's 
diſtreſs. It is very plain, that Hezekiah was a 
good man; but it is probable that his fin (/) 
was the cauſe both of the calamities in which 
Sennacherib involved him, and of his bitter af- 
fliction. How evident is it that the beſt of 
men are but men at the beſt! And is not the 
univerſal depravity of the whole man, a ſub- 
ject of the daily lamentation of all regenerate 
perſons. Many important ends, it may be 
thought, are anſwered at once, in explaining 
away the meaning of the 7th chapter of the Ro- 
mans, as though it did not contain the expe- 
rience of ſuch who are called by grace; but 
let it be remembered, that the apoſtle de- 
| ſcribes the caſe of the believing Galatians, 
as he does that which we ſuppoſe was 
his own. * The fleſh luſteth againſt the ſpi- 
rit, and the ſpirit againſt the fleſh; and theſe 
are Contrary the one to the other, ſo that ye 
© who 


(!) * The good king, who about a year or to before 
his affliftion, had received a ſevere reproof from the 
prophet Iſaiah, and probably alſo about the ſame time, 
from Micah the Morafhite, for truſting too much upon Egypt, 
and ſeeking for help from thence, received the dreadtul 
ſummons with inexpreſſible grief, not doubting, in all lixe- 
lihood, but that he had provoked God by it to ſhorten his 
days. Comp. 2 Kings xviii. 21, 2 Chron, xxxii, 24. & ſeq, 
Ila. go. & ſeg. & Jer. xxvi. 18.” Univerſal Hiſt, fol, ed; 
vol. I. p. 836, 
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who are, in a judgment of charity, believers can= * - 
not do the things that ye would (2). And will not 
the man who is effectually illuminated by the 
Spirit of God, humbly acknowledge that this is 
true of him; that his heart is deceitful above 
all things, and deſperately wicked () that 
out of it proceed evil thoughts, murders, adul- 
teries, fornications, thefts, falſe witneſſes, and 
blaſphemies (o: and that there is ſcarcely a 
fin but into which he ſhould fall, were it not 
for che upholding arm, and preventing grace 
of God (p). 

Are you not, my fellow chriſtians! often 
conſtrained to adopt the confeſſion of the pſalm- 
iſt « Inquiries prevail againſt me ();“ and to 
exclaim as holy Paul himſelf does, O wretch- 

ed 


x 


(n Gat. Ve 17. (n) Jer. xvii, 9. (e) Matt. xv. 19. 
(p) A number of evangelical miniſters, having met to- 
gether for religious worſhip in the neighbourhood of Bri/- 
tol; after the public ſervice of the general meeting was 
over, diſcuſſed this queſtion, What are the Spots which 
are not the Spots of God's Children?” After ſeveral of 
the brethren preſent, had very ably delivered their ſenti- 
ments upon it, one of the wiſeft and beft of men, who has 
turned many to righteouſneſs, and now ſhines as the ſtars 
for ever and ever, gave his anſwer to this effect: * 1 
am doubtful whether there can be any ſpot mentioned, 
which has not been a ſpot of ſome one or other of God's 
children, unleſs it be the fin of final impenitency. „ La 


this page be ſacred to the memory of the Rev. Hucn Evans, 


A. M. late ſenior preceptor of the N Academy at Brif- 
tol, my ALMA MATER» 


] Pſalm lxv. g. 
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ed man that I am, who ſhall deliver me from 
the body of this death (5)!” The corruptions of 
your heart, give you wore pain, than all the 
afflictions of your body. With zheſe, you would 
go on your way ſinging as you went, * Our 
light affliction which is but for a moment, work- 
eth for us a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory ;” were it not, for bo/e unhal- 
lowed paſſions, which are contrary to the divine 
law, and the very oppoſite of your beſt deſires. 
When religion is in a flouriſhing condition in 
your. fouls, you can appeal to God, the Judge 
of all, for the truth of it; that whilſt you are 
bowed down with the fins of your lives, you are 
moſt. of all grieved on account of the fins of your 
hearts. Sin which dwelleth in you, is the plague 
of your heart (c), and were it not for this, you 
think you ſhould be ſome of the happieſt beings 
out of heaven. Your ſorrows, which are occa- 
fioned by indwelling fin, and the backſliding 
of the heart from God; are aggravated, by a. 
loſs of the ſweet ſenſe of divine favor: it is gone. 
None but the heart knows its own bitterneſs at 
am time; but, it is the bitterneſs of gall and 
wormwood, when we recollect our paſt joys, 
which ſtrangers to Chriſt, intermeddle not with: 
they are part. Behold, ſays the man, who 
records this part of chriſtian experience, behold, 
after heavenly tranquility enjoyed, my boſom 
throbbed with unutterable anguiſh. My harp 
C 3 was 


| | (3) Rom, vii 24. (e) 1 Kings vui. 38. 


— 
* * 
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was unſtrung, and all my inſtruments of mirth 
lay neglected on the ground. I found myſelf, as it 


were, in an encloſure of cypreſs and vew, my head 


bound round with weeping willows, andthe winds 
wafted my woes, in melancholly murmurs thro' 
all the groves. I could not help writing 
bitter things againſt myſelf; and being jealous 
of the love of God to me, I ſaid to myſelf, «« If 


the Lord had been gracious to me, I ſhould not 


be ſo much afflicted, nor ſhould I ſo often have 
fallen into fin, the cauſe of all my darkneſs and 
diſtreſs. But whether the good work is begun 
in my heart or not; as the Lord ſhall help me, I 
will abmit to his afflicting hand,oppo/e every known 


fin, maintaining the ftruggle as long as I continue in 


#his militant ſtate. And, if at laſt, he baniſh me 
from his comforting preſence for ever, I will ce- 


lebrate the rectitude of his proceedings, through 


my whole duration; ſaying, from the very bot. 
tom of my heart, Righteous art thou, O Lord!“ 
But why art thou caſt down? and why art thou 
ſo much diſquieted within me? Rouſe, my 
ſoul, thou haſt yet, under all external affliction, 
and internal diſtreſſess a Gob to go to. 


_ thy face to the wall, as good Heze- 
did; acknowledge thy ſin, plead for mercy 


on the footing of the propitiation of Chriſt Jeſus; 
being aſſured, that the Lord “ never faid to the 

ſeed of Jacob, Seck ye me in vain.” 
Is this ſoliloquy indeed the language of your 
bears? Do you mourn under your afflictions, 
fearing 
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fearing that they are tokens of the Lord's diſplea- 
ſure with you? Is this the bittereſt part of the 
potion? and is Lord take away all iniquity” ! 
your conſtant prayer? In private, when no hu» 
man eye ſees, when no mortal ear hears, do you 
wreſtle with God for deliverance from the domi- 
nion and pollution of fin, at preſent, and for ſal- 


vation from the being of it in the Lord's time 


and way ? Then, fellow chriſtians, the ſcriptures 


aſſure you, that the Lord would not have done 
theſe things for you if he had meant to deſtroy | 


you, Lift up your heads, your redemption 
draweth nigh. Brethren ! the time of ſorrow is 


ſhorr; almighty ſtrength is provided for you; your 


perſeverance in the path of holineſs, and an ever- 
laſting triumph, are promiſed ; and the bitter- 
neſs you experience, ſhould be ſo far from lead- 
ing you to deſpair of ſalvation, that it may well 
turn to you for a teſtimony, that you have al- 
ready obtained mercy, and ſhall be ſaved in the 
Lord with an everlaſting ſalvation. For where 
is the being, in any part 'of Jehovah's empire, 
who prizes the friendſhip of God, and fervently 
deſires deliverance from the guilt of ſin, by the 
work of Chriſt, and from the defilement of it, by 
the work of the Spirit, and is a loſt ſoul ? There 


is no ſuch perſon to be found in heaven, _ 
or hell. 


In the world of endleſs ruin, 

It ſhall never once be ſaid, 

« Here's a ſoul that periſh'd, ſuing 
For the boaſted Saviour's aid!“ 


Evany's Col. H, 223 
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III. We proceed to reflect on the love of God, 
diſplayed towards Hezekiab, in lengthening out 
his life—and in pardoning all his ſins. 

Before him the grave opened ! a pit, a dreary 
place ; where there is no knowledge, wiſdom, 
or device; where the dead lie neglected and 
forgotten. Who can bear.to think of being caſt 


into it? Can you think of it with any pleaſure, 


who do not know the Lord? yet, „“the yawn- 
ing pit gapes wide for you! Believers! can 
you meditate on it with ſacred delight, at the time 
you are apprehenſive God frowns upon you? It is 
the pit of corruption; where the fair frame putri- 
fies, becomes nauſeous, and is deſtroyed, perhaps 
by ſelf-bred worms. From this horrible dungeon, 


he who can kill and make alive, had delivered 


Hezekiah, adding to his days, fifteen years. He 
was brought back to life, not to fill up the 
meaſure of his 1niquities, nor to add to the weight 
of his puniſhment; but he was graciouſly re- 
ſtored. His reſtoration was an inſtance of the 


Lord's paternal affection for him, and ſo he un- 


derſtood it, as appears from the text, Thou 
haſt in love to my ſoul, delivered it from the 


pit of corruption 3” or, Thou haſt EM- 


BRACED my ſoul from the pit of corruption.” 
It ſeems to be an alluſion, ſays Dr Gill, to a 
tender parent, who ſeeing his child finking in 
a pit, runs with open arms to him, and em- 
braces him, and takes him out.“ It has been 


ſup- 
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ſupopſed, that God gave Maſes a kiſs, and he 
died; but it is certain, that he gave Hezeki- 
ab a kiſs, and he lived. Herein is love. If 
I had time I might ſpeak of the connection 
there ſometimes is between the afflictions of God's 
people and their ſins—and then endeavour to 
ſhew ; when our reſtoration from affliction is a 

fruit of ſpecial love. | 
Many of you have been recalled from the 
very margin of the grave: Have your afflictions 
been ſanctified to your fouls? Will you exa- 
"Wipe yourſelves by the marks below (a)? 
1 D Some 


(a) We may, if God ſhall pleaſe to help us, determine, 
whether our recovery from ſickneſs is a token of love or 
not ; by an attention to the frame of our mind under the af- 


fliction, and after the affliction. Unvpex the aſfliction. Did 


we humbly ſubmit to the hand of God: wondering that 
our affliction was no heavier; and collecting arguments 
from Chriſt's behaviour under his ſufferings for patience 
under our own ?—Did we, as far as the diſorder would per- 
mit, diligently inquire into the cauſe of the viſitation ; 
praying, that if we found fin to be the cauſe of it, the Lord 
would help us to give it up; to give it all up to crucifixion 
and death ?—Did we uſe the means of recovery, ſeeking 
and expecting the bleſſing only from the Lord Were 
we as much concerned about a holy frame in our afflictions, 
as for a happy iſſue to them Did we deſire the ſanctiſica- 
tion of them, rather than their removal? Did we en- 
joy ſubmiſſion to the will of God, reſpecting liſe and 
death ? or, if we preferred one of theſe to the other, did we 
chuſe rather to die, than to live to diſhonor God? Or, if 
we preferred life to death, did we chuſe it not * 1 * 
living merely, but for the ſake ol living to the glory o 
living Ys ſak * 8 8 8 


» 
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Some of you, I fear, have been like clay which 
hardens before the ſun ; everlaſting praiſe be af- 
cribed to God, if any of us under afflictive viſi- 
tations, have melted like wax before the fire. 
And ſure 1 am, that many of the people of God 
have great reaſon to bleſs him for afflictions, 
ſanctified afflictions. 

But a far greater proof of love follows, than the 
reſtoration of health: Thou haſt in love to my 
ſoul— caſt all my fins behind thy back. Sin is any 

want 
God, as the ling, the living praiſe God ? Iſa, xxxvini. 19.— 
And were we determined, though he ſhould lay us; making 
the affliction to iſſue in death, yet we would truſt in him 
alone; for the care of our ſouls, in a ſeparate ſtate ; for the 
reſurrection of the body—and for the everlaſting alvation 
of body and ſoul, from death, the grave, fin and forrow ?— 
ArrzEs affliction; have we any ſound reafon to belive that 
we are recovered to health by the prayers we were enabled 


to pour out in ſickneſs? Do we heartily bleſs God for 
all the mercies we enjoyed in our ſick chamber and, for 


our health which the Lord hath reſtored ? — Have we begun 


afreſh to glorify God? Do we love the word'of God more, 
hate fin more, and more delight in hokneſs, than before 
we were afflifted ?-—Are we very much concerned to 
know, whether our afflictions have been ſanctiſied to us or 
not, and do we pray, that if they have not yet been, they 
may now be abundantly ſanctiſed p If any of theſe fruits of 
the Spirit have been enjoyed under our affliction, or fince our 
afflition do they continue and abound ? O Eternal Spirit! 
help all who read this note ! after reſtoration from affliction, 
to judge according to truth, whether thou haſt in love to 
their ſouls, recovered them from the pit of corruption, and 
connected the pardon of their fins with the lengthening of 
their lives, « 
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want of conformity to, or tranſgreſſion of, the 
law of God. And he is a ſinner, who miſſes 
that mark, at which he ought for ever to have 
aimed ; the glory of God. 

If men dare to tranſgreſs, God has a right to 
puniſh ; and the law demands full ſatisfaction. 
If the Lord had treated the king of Judah, accord- 
ing to the demerit of his offences; inſtead of 
delivering from the pit of corruption, he might 
have caſt his body into the grave, and driven his 


foul to hell. 


Should ſudden vengeance ſeize my breath, 
I muſt pronounce thee juſt in death ; 
And if my ſoul were ſent to hell, 


Thy righteous law approves it well. 
Watts 5 iſt Palm, 


* 


Vea, ſuch is the nature of the law, that the 
Lord cannot conſiſtently pardon ſin; unleſs the 
law be univerſally honored, and juſtice com- 
pleatly ſatisfied, To provide for the honor of 
the former, and to maintain the rights of the latter, 
1s to exhibit God in his glory. The glory of God 1s 
and ought to be dearer to him than the ſalvation 
of any of the ſons of men. Hence if any are ſaved 
from going down to the pit of everlaſting miſery, 


it muſt be through the ranſom found. And let 


it be obſerved, that fo far is the doctrine of par- 
don from ſetting aſide the neceſſity of the atone- 
ment, that the latter is the baſis of the former: 
D 3 that 
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that is to ſay, had there been no atonement for 


ſin made, the pardon of it could not have been en- 
joyed. And it is very remarkable, that this truth 
is repeated no leſs than eight times in two chapters 
of Leviticus. And the prieſt ſnall make an atone- 
ment for tben, and it ſhall be forgiven them. 
The prieſt ſhall make atonement for him, as 
concerning his ſin, and it ſhall be forgiven him 
(a). If the fin be committed by the whole con- 
gregation, or if it be the offence of an indivi- 
dual: if that individual be a ruler, or one of the 
common people, atonement ſhall be made, and 
the crime ſhall be forgiven. This is to ſhow, 
that no fin is fo ſmall as to be forgiven without 
atonement, and that no tranſgreſſion is ſo great 
as to remain unpardoned when atonement for it 1s 
made. And, as without ſhedding of the blood of 
divinely appointed victims, there was no typical 
remiſſion of ſins under the old teſtament; ſo 
it appears to me, from innumerable ſcriptures, 
that without a real, proper atonement for MoR ar * 
offences, there can be no forgiveneſs for any of 
us now. Here alſo ſatisfaction for ſin goes be- 
fore, and the pardon of ſin follows after. We have 
redemption, ſays the apoſtle, through his blood, 
one principal branch of which is the forgiveneſs of 
our fins. We have redemption and forgiveneſs 
of ſins through Vis blood; through whoſe blood 2 
ſome one may aſk. FRE! is a very important 
queſtion 


(a) Lev. iv. 20. 26. 31. 35. Chap. v 10, 13, 16, 18, 
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queſtion, and it deſerves a very plain anſwer. 
Let me beſeech you therefore, particularly to 
obſerve, that he through whole blood we are re- 
deemed and pardoned, is “Go manifeſt in the 


fleſh (a). The two natures, the divine and human, 
are united in the perſon of the Mediator. How they 


are united, I am not able to ſay, great is this part, | 
and every other part of the MYSTERY of godlineſs i 
but that they are united is what we are fully taught 
in the ſacred volume. It is allowed, that God ſimply 
conſidered, did not obey, and could not ſuffer | 
and die. Yet he who poured out his ſoul, even | 
unto death, was as truly poſſeſſed of the nature | 
of God, as he was of the nature of man, over ALL | 
God BLESSED FOR EVER CY), THE TRUE GOD AN | 
' ETERNAL LIFE (c). The Lord our Redeemer is to 
be regarded, not as God only, nor as man only, 
but as God and man in one-perſon, The human 
nature of Chriſt was never a perſon of itſelf, fo that 
our Mediator is not two perions, but we have 
ene Mediator (d). His obedience, even unto 9 
death; was not the obedience of à nature only, 
but of the per/on of the mediator, Nor did 
the human nature of Chriſt obey and ſuffer in 
any other way, than as it ſtood in a perſonal 
union to the divine nature of God the Son. So 
intimate was the union between his two na- 
tures, that thoſe who put Chriſt to death, are | 
ſaid not to have murdered a mere man, but to | 
have put to death a very illuſtrious perſon, They | 
crucified the Lok or GLORY (e). — ö 
From 


(a) Tim. iii. 16. (5) Rom. ix. 5. 605 I John v. 20, 
(d) 1 Tim. it, 5. (e) 1 Cor. ii, 8, 
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From the dignity of his mediatorial perſon, 
ariſes the merit of his work. 
And ſol think it is repreſented in the affection- 
ate leave which the apoſtle Paul took of the elders 
of the Epheſian church. His charge to them 
was © Feed the church of God ;” he does not ſay, 
«which one who was only a man has purchaſed,” 
but, Feed the church of God, which © he,” even 
GOD, *< hath purchaſed with his own blood (a)“ 
The blood could not have been ſhed if Jeſus had 
not been truly man; the purchaſe could not have 
been madeif ouradorable Lora had not been pro- 
perly GOD. Bur the man Chriſt Jeſus, being alſo 
the brightneſs of his Father's glory, and the expreſs 
image of his perſon, has by himſelf purged our fins (C). 
And now, Immanuel, GOD WITH US, hav- 
ing, as che Mediator, obeyed every precept of 
the moral law, and endured all the penalties of it: 
God can pardon ſin, and be the juſt God, and, at 
the ſame time, a Saviour (c). It is an aſtoniſh- 
ing act of grace, ſovereign, unmeritted grace, to 
pardon ſin; but ſuch is Jehovah's method of 
procedure in this buſineſs, that he is faithful and 
juſt in forgiving our fins (d), faithful in the ful- 
filment of his promiſe to the Saviour and the 
ſinner; juft, in providing for the honor of his 
law, by the vicarious work of the Lord Jeſus. 
And both being connected, the apoſtle might 
well declare, that this goſpel bleſſing is an il- 
luſtrious exhibition of the RichEs oF bie vr 


GRACE (e). | Here 
(a) Acts xx, 28.] (65) Heb. i. 3. 
(e) Iſa. xiv. 21. (d) 1 John i 9. 0] Eph. i. 7. 
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Here is firm footing, here is ſolid rock! this 
is a glorious method of pardon; the bleſſing may 
now be diſpenſed in the utmoſt conſiſtence with all 
the rights of God, and the felicity of the pardoned 
be ſecured for ever. And here I cannot help adding, 
that if any thing gives me joy this day, it is my hav- 
ing ſo public an opportunity, in thisaudience,ofde- 
claring my cordial belief of THE PROPER DIVINITY, 
THEETERNAL GODHEAD of our Lord IEsusCRHRIST, 
THE SECOND PERSON IN THE ADORABLE TRINITY ; 
and of THE INFINITE MERIT OF HIS SATISFACTION 
ariſing from the biovrrv of his peculiarly conſti- 
ruted perſon. On this foundation let us build our 
expectations of forgiveneſs and eternal life. Build 
here, enquiring ſouls! Build here, O doubting, 
tempted, mourning believer ! Build here, aged 
chriſtians! Build on this foundation, and 30 
other, O my foul ! The rain will deſcend, the 
floods come, and the winds blow and beat, but 
our fabrick ſhall not fall if it be founded upon 
this rock. | 
That pardon which is built and publiſhed, 
and enjoyed on the ground of the atonement, is 
_ deſcribed, by a great variety of figurative ex- 
preſſions, in the old and new teſtaments. 

Our text ſpeaks of pardon of ſins under the 
idea of caſting a thing behind our backs : intending 
perhaps to ſhow, not only that fin is exceedingly 

hateful to God; but that when he forgives ſin, 
he puts it quite out of his fight. \/ 
| It 
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It is removed, not from the eye of his omniſ- 
cience, , before which, all that ever has been 
muſt be preſent ; but it is quite out of the 
ſight of avenging juſtice, ſo that on this head 
we may accommodate a ſentiment in one of the 
books of Moſes. „He doth not, with a vindic- 
tive eye, behold iniquity in Jacob, nor perverſe- 
- neſs in rael. This truth is particularly adapt- 
ed to promote their felicity, who pray as the 
Pſalmiſt, « Hide thy face from my fins (a).“ 
It is granted, ſays Jehovah, „ They are caſt 
behind my back.” Sin is put out of my 
Sight. 

It is alſo "I" by blotting them out, per- 
| haps, as from an account book (3). All our 
ſins are debts, and in alluſion to the ancient 
manner, of ſettling accounts ; thoſe debts are 
faid to be blotted out, when they are paid. 
Chriſt, the believer's ſurety, hath paid the two- 
fold debt of obedjence and ſuffering for all his 
people. The cufrſes written in the book, in 
the caſe of the woman ſuſpected of adul- 
tery, were blotted out with the Litter watæ (c); 
but our tranſgreſſions are blotted oũt with the 
precious Blood of Chriſt, the lines of which, ob- 
literate the blackeſt crimes. Now law and juſ- 
tice, have no demands to make upon 2s, nor 
any cauſe to condemn us and ſend us to pri- 
ſon: for Jeſus Chriſt, in our room and ſtead, 
has paid the uttermoſt farthing of their demands, 
ö This view of pardon, exactly ſuits their condi- 


tion 
@) ral. li. 9. (+) Ifa, xliii. 25. (e) Numb. v. 23, 
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tion who pray with David, Lord, blot out my 
cranſgreſſions, blot out all mine iniquities (c).“ 


Behold. them not with. angry look, 
Bur blot their mem'ry from thy book. 


Watts 5 it Pſal. 
Sins are debts, to Bot them out, ſeems to be can 


celling them entirely. 
Pardon is alſo ſpoken of by the non-imputation 
of fin to the offender /4). The Lord hath laid 


on Chriſt, the iniquities of all the elect. As 


they have been transferred to him, and he has 
been made fin by imputation, the righteous 
Judge, will not on any conſideration, place them 
again to the account of his people. This would 
be to require the payment of the ſame debt 
twice. Far be this from thee, O Lord! He 

will not impute ſin to his bleſſed people. That 
is, Sin Pall not be put to their account. 


This ſame bleſſing is ſet forth, by the * Bot- 


ting out of a cloud (e)“ Sin is a thick cloud 
that darkens all the ſky, hides the face of God 
from us, and lowering, portends an approach- 
ing deluge of wrath. But as the ſun and winds, 
diſperſe the thickeſt clouds from the ſpacious 


canopy above us, ſo when we are pardoned, the 


ſtorm having wrecked itſelf on our dear Re- 


deemer, God, our Sun, ſhines upon us with his 
vivifying, illuminating, and comforting beams, 
E and 


(eh Pſal li. 1, 9. (ad Pal. xxxii. 1, 2. 
(e) Iaiah xliv. 22. 
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and ſin vaniſhes as though it had never been. 
Is it blotted out as a cloud ? Why then, O ſin, 
thou doſt no longer forebode an overwhelming 
Hood of vindictive anger; nor ſhalt thou Ae be- 
tween God and the foul ! _ 

.Pardon is farther repreſented, as the Lord's pa/- 
_ fing-by tranſgreſſion (F). That is, I ſuppoſe, not 
taking any notice of it as an angry Judge. He 
will not take notice of it ſo as to puniſb it, be- 
Cauſe the Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath taken ſo much 
notice of it, as to atone for it, Or it is a paſſing 
over tranſgreſſion. © Sin is a tranſgreſſion or 
a paſſing over the law, and pardon, is a paſſing 
over /in,” The Lord paſſes by fin, hating it, as 
Haman hated Mordecai, with his whole heart, 
and his whole ſou], when he paſſed by him dai- 
ly. And he paſſes over the ſinner, as the deſtroy- 
ing angel paſſed over the houſes; of the Iſrael- 
ites in Egypt, ſparing their inhabitants for the 
ſake of the blood of the Lamb, which was 
ſprinkled upon the door poſts. And ſeeing he 
hath caſt your ſins, believer, behind his back; 
cancelled the debt, and ſo diſperſed the cloud 
as though it had never been; he may very pro- 
perly be conſidered, as paſſing it by, that is, per- 
haps, ot taking any notice of it. C 

It is ſaid to be a removal of in (g), as far as 
the eaſt is from the weſt, The guilt of his ſins, 
lies on the tranſgreſſor's own head; and the 
| burden of puniſhment due to it, he muſt bear 


| | for 
0) Micah vii. 18, (s) Palm ciii, 11, 12. 
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for ever, unleſs both are taken off from him, 
and laid on the head of Chriſt, the antitypical 
ſcape goat, who carries them into the land of 
oblivion, On the footing of his finiſhed work, 


the Lord puts an everlafting ſeperation between 


the believing ſinner and bis fins. And as the eaſ- 
tern and weſtern points of the heavens ſhall ne- 
ver meet together; ſo the ſins of pardoned men 
ſhall neyer meet again in their perſons to all 
eternity, any more than before the throne of 
angry Juſtice. 

There are other repreſentations, by which the 


riches of forgiving grace are ſet forth; but it 
may be, there is no one more ſtriking and com- 


prehenſive than Micab's; Thou wilt caſt all their 


fins into the depths of the fea (h). The ſinner 
himſelf, deſerves to be caſt into outer darkneſs ; ' 


but his fins, though they are aui, ſhall be for- 
given him. They ſhall be caſt “into the depths 


of the ſea.” Prodigious capes Not on 


the ſhoxe, where they are expoſed to the eye of 
eyery paſſenger, nor into ſhallow waters, where 
the ponderous laod can neither fink nor ſwim: 
nor here on the Main, where the long length 


cable, puts forth all itſelf; nor all too much 


to reach the bottom: nar there, where the mea- 
ſuring lead was never toſſed, and the faithful 
anchor, ſure and ſtedfaſt, would be caſt in vain. 
But caſt into the vaſt immeaſurable abyſs, the 

very belly of bell, the bottom of the mountains, 
where the earth, with ber bars, are around for ever 


(6) By 


(8) Micah vii. 19, 


Herein is love. Well might Hezekiab ſing of it, as 
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). By this imagery, the eternal removal of 
ſin, from the perſons of his people, and the pre- 
ſence of God, are moſt beautifully painted; 
nor is this the whole, tor the declaration of the 
inſpired prophet, includes al fins, all fins, tho? 


they ſhould be as innumerable as the hairs of 


our head, or as countleſs as the ſands: every 
tranſgreſſion, however atrocious its nature, how- 
ever aggravating its circumſtances; even © if it 
ſhould have dug hell and blackened the devil ;” 
as a Miniſter, now in heaven“, once expreſſed. 
himſelf; it ſhall not ſtand as an exception, before 
the pardoning mercy of God, but be buried, ne- 
ver to riſe, no, not at the morning of the reſur- 
rection. at the day of judgment, nor to all eter- 
nity. O reviving news, „Thou wilt caſt 4/0 
their ſins into the depths of the ſea.” The blood 
of Jeſus Chriſt, cleanſeth from all fin. Thou 
haſt caſt all my ſins behind thy back. Origi- 


nal fin, actual tranſgreſſions, ſins committed be- 


ſore we were called by grace, and fince we 
knew the Lord; fins of our hearts, fins of our 
lives; ſins of which we have been guilty in 
our civil concerns, and the fins which have at- 
tended our religious duties. Sins of preſump- | 
tion, fins of deſpur, moral offences of every 
deſciiption,- al! pardoned, fer ever pardoned, by 


- Jehovah's eternal determination, that he will 


not as a Judge, puniſh fin in any of his people! 


* 2 
* y v 


(k) Jonah ii. 2, 6. 


8 The late Rev. Mr Guy, of Sheepfhead, Leiceſterſhire, the 
© John Bunyan of the preſent age. - 
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a proof of Jehovah's affection to him; thou haſt in 
love to my ſoul caſt all my fins behind thy back. 

The man who is forgiven, is an objet of 
God's everlaſting love. Does he ſay to him, 
Son, ' thy fins are forgiven thee, At that mo- 
ment, he in effe ſays, I have loved thee with 


an everloſting love (i). The Father hath loved 


him, by giving Chriſt to ſuffering and death for 


him, that he might not periſh. The Son hath 


loved him and redeemed him from fin and pu- 
niſhment, The Spirit hath loved him, apply- 
ing the benefits of Chriſt's redemption, to his 
heart, producing humiliation for fin, and ſeal- 
ing home the pardon of it. 5 


lf the great God only deliyered our ſouls 
from going down to the grave, the pit of cor- 
ruptien, may not every one cry out, as the Jews 
did, when Chriſt wept at the grave of Laza- 
rus, © Behold, how he loved him („ But 
hath the Lord forgiven our ſins? We are the 
chief of ſinners : Hath he caſt all our ſins behind 
his back? Shall they never be ſo much as men- 
tioned to us (J) in a dying hour, nor at the day 


of judgment ? Does the Lord, fully, freely, 


righteouſly and everlaſtingly pardon? and ar. 
the ſame time that he forgives, does he receive 
us into his family as his ſons? adorn us with 
-the robe of righteouſnels ? and connect the ſil- 


ver link of pardoning grace, with the golden link 
of 


0 Jer. xxxi. 3 -{#) John xi. g5. (7) Eck. xxxiii. a." 
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of eternal glory? Herein is love, with a witneſs. 
A pen, dipped. in the rivers of pleaſure, which 
flow before the throne of God and the Lamb; 
nay, the eloquence of Gabriel, with all the ſe- 
raphic tongues above, would be, through all 
ages, infinitely unequal to the taſk of ſuffici- 
ently extolling the love of God, diſplayed in 
this profuſion of boundleſs grace, through our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, No wonder then, that fin» 
ful mortals, after they have gained the high- 
eſt ſummir of elevation, at which, creatures in 
a ſtate of imperſection can arrive, are conſtrain- 
ed to lament that they can ſoar no higher, t than 
Behold what manner of love 

Some of my audience, by this time, may be 
\ aſking whether God thus loves them, and has 

caſt all zbeir ſins behind his back? 

Oh what wiſdom! what ſeriouſneſs ! what fi- 
delity is neceſſary in anſwering this queſtian ! 
Who is ſufficient for theſe things? O let us be as 
ſerious as the grave in our reply! Conceive 
yourſelf to be an old man, tottering on, the 
verge of life, and then anſwer the queſtion, 
Let vs anſwer it as though we were now on 
our expiring pillow, our feet cold in death, 
Let us put our hand to the bar of our Judge, 
and with a naked ſoul, before the all-knowing 
God, let us endeavour to anſwer this queſ- 
tion, Has God caſt all our fins behind his 

back?“ 
We may be ſure of it, that if we love ſin, 
and oye in it, we have no Proof of the par- 

. is PR: don 
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don of it—if we extenuate our offences, and 
think little of the intrinſic evil of ſin, there is 


no evidence that our fins are forgiven us —if 
we have never prayed for the enjoyment of par- 
doning mercy, in connection with purifying. 
grace there 1s no evidence, that we have ever 
received it, 

But have we been convinced of the abomina- 
ble nature of fin ? of our own fin, that it is infi- 
nitely evil in itſelf, as well as bitter in its conſe- 


quences (a) - Do we humbly confeſs our fins be- 


fore God, and intreat ſtrength of him to for/ake 
them | b)—Do we earneſtly defire a manifeſta. 
tion of the forgiveneſs of our ſins, as good men 
of old did? And do we from our very fouls praiſe 
God for the bleſſing, eſpecially as it is enjoyed 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt (c) - Do we 
colle& arguments from the forgiveneſs of fin 
to oppoſe it? Saying, as Joſeph, How can Ido this 


great wickedneſs, and fin againſt God. Thou 


haſt forgiven me, O Lord, that I may fear thee 
(4). and ſin no more (e). Does it give us joy, 


great joy, when we have a proſpect of deliver- 


ance from the being of fin () Do we preſs 


home upon our own minds the doctrine of di- 


vine forgiveneſs, as containing a ſufficient rea- 
ſon why we ſhould forgive others? And do 
we 


(a) Jer. 2. 19. 07 Prov. xxviii. 13. Ifa, Iv. 7. 
(c) Pfal, ciii. 1-3. Pſal. li. (d) Pal. cxxx. 4. 
e) John v. 14. (/) Plal. xvii, 1g, 1 John iii. 2. 


— — — — 
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we forgive our fellow creatures - and out fel- 
low chriſtians, as God for Chriſt's ſake, we truſt, 
hath forgiven us (a) ?—lf at any time we 
believe that the Lord has pardoned our fins 
is the perſuaſion attended with deep humility (5. f 
— Finally, are we unwilling to forgive ozur- 
ſelves, even when we may have ſome reaſon 
to hope that God has forgiven us? In other 
words, are our fins ever before our face (c), 
attended with ſelf - abhorrence and deteſta- 
tion on account of them? then we may be 


aſſured that God hath caſt them all Bebind his 


back (d); Take all theſe ſcriptural marks of 
pardon together: beſeech the Spirit of Wiſ⸗ 
dom, to aſſiſt you gn examining into your real 
ſtate, in the ſight of God; and, if after an im- 
partial ſcrutiny, it appear that they belong to 
you, bleſs God for them; they never belong- 4 
ed to any unconverted man on earth, nor to 
any loſt ſoul in hell. But do not put them in 
a wrong place, they are the evidences of pardon, 
and as ſuch they are to be uſed; the ground of 
pardon has been ſhewn you before. 
Methinks I behold ſome of you attending 


very ſolemnly to the work; you have begged 


the good Spirit to ſearch you and try you ; and 
| upon - 


| {a) Eph. iv. 32. (6) Exod. xxxiv. 6—9. Cops | 
2 Sam. xii, 13. PL, li. 


12 Pc: li. 3. (d) Compare the laſt quoted verſe with 
2 Sam. Xii. 13. 
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upon the whole, notwirhſtanding a thouſand 
things to co plain of, you can take the comfort 
of me, if not all, of the above evidences, to 
yourielt, You do believe that there is ſome 
realon for you to think, that the Lord ſpeaks 
to you, when he ſays, I have blotted out, as a thick 
cloug, Tay Iranſereſhions, and as a cloud Tay fins. 
This is an unſpeakable 4/zfſing—your duty and 
privilege follow: Return unto me, for I have re- 
d-emed thee, Sing, O ye beavens ; for the Lord hath 
done it: ſhout, ye lower parts of, the earth : break 
forth into ſiu ging, ye mountains, O foreft, and every 
tree therein! But why this ſacred burſt, why this 
profuſion of language ? why is univerſal nature 
to join in this rapturous anthem? Why! Jaccb 
is pardoned, Jacob is redeemed. O glorious 
reaſon, but a more glorious follows; Sing, ſing 
heaven, ſing earth, ſing angels, ing, O men, for 
the Lord hath blotted out fin, the Lo:d hath re- 
deemed Jacob; but, the higheſt ſtrain of all is. 
by all theſe unſpeakable benefits, God hath Gro- 
RIFIED HIMSELF in %ael (a). This doctrine 
lays the nobleſt foundation for the joys of a good 
man, living and dying; and it was a pere nial 

ſpring of conſolation to that venerable man, 
whoſe deceaſe we are wiſhing this afternoon to 


improve. | 
F . 
(a) Iſa. xliv. 22. | 
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1 dare fay, you expect ſome account of his 
life and labors. Will you indulge me with 
your candor whilſt 1 endeavour to give you 
the outlines of him, as a man, a chriſtian, and 
a. miniſter ? 


The Rev. Dr Gifford, was born on Satur- 
day, the 17th of Auguſt, 1700. He was grand- 
ſon of that eminently holy man, the Rev An- 
drew Gifford, an honourable Baptit Miniſter, 
at the Pithay Meeting, Briſtol, of-whoſe labors, 
uſefulneſs, and various perſecutions, a large ac- 
coun: is given in the third volume of Crefby's 
Hiſtory of the Baptiſts. A remarkable anec- 
dote from which, I ſhall. throw into. a note 
below ®, with ſuch additions as are neceſſary 

to 


* The Rev. Andrew Gifford, the Grandfather of our de- 
ceaſed friend, was born on the 7th of November, 1641. He 
fays in his own manuſcript before me, About May, 1658, 
the Lord was pleaſed through the riches of his grace, to 
convince my ſoul of my undone ſtate without Chriſt, and 
to call me out of darkneſs into his marvellous light, and 
to give me repentance for my fins, and faith to believe on 
Jeſus Chriſt for righteouſneſs and ſalvation. And 1 was 
baptized the 28th of June, in the year 1059 

He ſet out in his maſter's work in the year 1661, a ; 
ening time, and was a zealous and patient fiferer for the 
fake of Chriſt, He was eminently owned by the Lord in 
his miniſterial ſervice and though his church conſiſted 
only of about forty, at his coming to them, yet at his death 
they were increaſed to near four hundred. Though he was 
Paſtor of a ſeparate congregation, yet he declined not preach- 
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to be made to his life, and which I take from 
a manuſcript, by my ſide, written with his own 
hand. 


ing in the public places of worſhip, as providence gave 
him opportunity, and particularly in the pariſh church of 
St LOWA b, in the city of Briſtol, till excluded by the 
af of uniformity. Four times he was in priſon, during the 
hot ſtorms of perſecution in king Charles's reign ; thrice in 
Newgate at Briſtol, and once in Glouceſer-caſtle But he took 
er the ſpoiling of his goods, and he loft his all. However, 

God appeared wonderfully for him ; neither he, nor his 
wife and numerous family, were ever in want—lr the end 
of November, 1680, he was taken by a warrant, ſigned by 
no leſs than thirteen county juſtices, and ſent to goal. As 
this was the laſt and longeſt impriſonment he underwent, fo 
ſeveral circumſtances concurred to make it the moſt re- 
markable, His ſon, who was the watch upon the informers, 
was prevented giving timely notice of their comiag, by 
being froze to the ground, upon which he had fat down 
but a few minutes to reſt himſelf; nor could he get free, 
till he cut of the ſkirts of a new frieze coat he had on, and 
left them faſtened to it by the violence of the fioſt. His 
wife was very near her time—and on the very afternoon of 
the. day in which he was apprehended, he was hurried 
away to Glouceſter caſtle, thirty miles diſtant; This is the 
county goal, and he entered it at midnight —while the College 
chimes rung twelve. What a going to priſon was this! torn 
away from a loving people—from a ſweet family, a family 
of nine children—torn away, from a moſt affectionate wiſe, 
who was very near her time ! torn away, and in a ſevere froft, 
thruſt into a gloomy priſon at midnight! Thus to go to 


priſon was like going to a death of martyrdom, for the 


fake of our Lord Jeſus Chrift. Gracious Gop | help the 
writer and readers of this note, moſt heartily to praiſe thee 
for the privilege of fitting under our own vine, and fig 
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hand. He was the ſon of the Rev. Emanuel 
G Ford, who w.s born, April the 23d, 1673, 
e F: whole 


tree, none making us afraid, The chimes were ringing twelve. 
W hai where they ringing iis funeral peal ? No, they went 
to the old tune which has often been fung in the land of 
Iſrael, the old tune of —“ From ths time it ſhall by 
faid, What hath God wrought.” This very circumſtance 
of entering the priſon at munght, was graciouſly overrul- 
ed for good. While he was in priſon, he and ſeveral 
other miniſters, tet up preaching and praying, and a great 
reformation was wrought, eſpecially amongſt the felons. 
In the man time, his enemies procured an order from 
court, by means of the duke of York, afterwards king 

II. to continue him there for liſe; but the Lord 

made the very wrath of man to praiſe him, and the re- 
mainder thereof he did reſtrain;” for when the time that 

his mittimus mentioned, viz. fix months, was expired, he de- 
fired the keeper to diſmiſs him, who anſwered, It was un- 
uſual to open the gates at midnight. Mr Gzford replied, 
That they were opened at midnight to let him in, and there- 
fore why ſhould they not to /t kim out ? and ſeconding 
his reaſoning with a more powerful argument, he was 
diſcharged at the fame time of night he came in, viz. twelve 

of the clock at night; and the very next morning, about 
Fx of the clock, an expreſs arrived from London, with the 
order to confine him during life. Who can help crying 

out, Verily, there i a God who judgeth in the earth.“ 
He uſed to tell this ſtory with great pleaſure and thankful. 

neſs, rejoicing that ke was counted worthy to ſuffer for the 

name of Jeſus. He was married in 1662, his children with 

their names and years of their births were, Andrew, 166g, | 

Fohn, 1664. Sarah, 1666. A ſecond Sarah, 1667. Mary, 

1669, Then. two children, dead born. Emanuel, 1673. 

tas gt the father of our Doctor. Danil, 1675. Samuel, 
yh. Ann, 1679. Nine living children, (Croſby ſays 

F 2 even 
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whoſe character as well as that of his wife, may 
be learned by an inſcription on his grave: ſtone 


in the Baptiſt burying ground at 8 1 my 
copy is right it runs thus, 


c HERE LIETH ALL THAT WAS MORTAL-OF A 


FAITHFUL AND WISE SERVANT OF CHRIST, E Ma- 


NUEL, SON OF THAT TRULY APOSTOLICAL MAN 
or Gop, AnDREw GirFoRD; WITH WHOM, IN 
HIS YOUTH, HE FIRST SUFFERED AND THEN LX 
BORED xxvIII. YEARS IN THE VINEYARD ; AND 
NOT LONG AFTER, HIM WAS, ACCORDING TO HIS 
WISH, SUDDENLY CALLED TO RECEIVE HIS HIRE, 
IN THE FIFTY IRST YEAR OF His act, Ocro- 
BER IV. Mocexxiv. 

HEuE ALsO SLEEP THE REMAINS OF HIS BE- 
LOVED WIFE ELEANOR, THE SURVIVOR OF ALL 
"THE SUFFERERS IN NEWGATE, IN THE LAST CEN=- 
TURY, FOR THE SAKE OF A GOOD CONSCIENCE: 


' KEMINENT FOR PIETY, INDUSTRY, PRUDENCE, 


PATIENCE AND MEEKNESS., | 

THESE DIED IN THE FAITH. Happy is THAT 
PEOPLE WHOSE GOD 18 THE LORD ; WITH WHICH 
WORDS, SHE CALMLY BID ADIEU TO TIME, FER. 
XXIV, Mo COXXXVIIL, IN THE SEVENTY. SIXTH 


YEAR OF HER PILGRIMAGE.,, 
My 


feven) even if we omit the one with which Mrs G:ford was 
far pregnant when her huſband was ſent to Glouceſter goal, 
towards the end of the year it 89, Of this child, | have 
no account. This holy man left our world for a better, on 
his birth day, Nov. 7, 1721. aged Bo, And his wife, about 
three months after him, Feb. 7, 1722-3. They both lie 
interred in the Baptiſt burying ground at Briſtol, 
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My honored friend was in his youth, placed 
at Tewksbury, in Glouceſterſhire, under the tui- 
tion of that eminent diſſenting miniſter, the Rev. 
Mr Jones, the famous author of the Hiſtory of 
the Canon of Scripture; whoſe ſeminary was 
deſeryedly in high repute, and produced, a- 
mongſt many ſhining men, that late learned 
and reſpectable perſon, Dr Szcxzs, Archbiſhop 
of Canterbury, Mr Gizrord finiſhed his ſtudies 
under the famous Mr Wand, afterwards, D. L. L. 
R. P. G. C. F. R. and A. S. and T. B. M. 
And in a very ſenſible and inſtructive letter of 
his before me, which is dated ' Greſham College, 
June 6. 1723, and addreſſed to the Rev. Ema- 
NUEL GIFFORD, in the Caſtle Green, at Briſtol, the 
Doctor gives this honorable teſtimonial concern- 
ing his pupil, I have the pleaſure to tell 
You, that fince your ſon has been with me, he 
has purſued his ſtudies with great application, 
and in my apprehenſion to good advantage.” 

How early in life. he was concerned about his 
ſoul, does not appear, but it is certain, that he 
was baptized, joined to his father's church at 
Briſtol, and diſmiſſed thence to the BayTisrT 
Cnvkcn, meeting in Devonſhire ſquare, London, 

ſometime before July 23, 1723; for in a letter 
bearing this date, the Rev. Thomas Richardſon, 
at that time paſtor of the church at the Square, 
ſays to Mr Emanuel Gifford, “ Your ſon having 
been diſmiſſed from you to us, at his requeſt, 
I thought it my duty to watch over him; and 
az I believe him to be a young gentleman of 


— 
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great ſeriouſneſs and good ſenſe; and as he has 
ſpent ſome years in ſtudies preparative to the 


miniſtry, in which J hope (if it pleaſe God to 


grant him health) he will be very uſeful: I 


deſired him about a week before our laſt church- 


meeting, to ſpeak before the members only, from 


ſome text of ſcripture. I could not prevail upon 


him to do any thing more than go to prayer, &c.“ 
This letter does not ſay whether he afterwards 
engaged according to defire or not. But it ſeems 
that he did. And it is apprehended that he was 
called ro the miniſtry by this church. 

In the year 1725, the people at Nottingham, 
enjoyed his labors, perhaps the very firſt of them, 
at this time he'was very popular, as appears by 
the cautions given him in the letters of his 
worthy friend the Rev. Mr Noble of Briſtol, 
written at that time, 

Afterwards he was invited to London, and was 
ordained, February the 5th, 1720,30. | 

In the firſt parts of his miniſtry, it was his 
practice to write, and I think, to read a con- 
ſiderable part of his ſermons ; but afterwards, 


when his abilities were enlarged, and his ſphere | 


of action became more extenſive, he delivered 


his previous meditations without notes; and 


upon the whole, thought after many years ex- 


perience, that this was the beſt method of 
* 


His 
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His intimacy with Sir Richanb ELL's, Bart. 
the learned * author of FoxTuiTa Sacka, con- 
filling ol critical notes upon certain texts of 
ſcripture, commenced avout the year 1731, 
when he became his chaplain, taking the lead 
in family worſhip, elpecially in morcing and 
evening prayer. A work, it is to be feared, 
too much neglected in the families of the great, 
who treat religion as though it were fit only 
for the poor, the weak, the enthuſiaſtic or the 
dying, rot remembering that the rich, who 
will not pray muſt howl (a), Sir Ricnarp, 
Who was one of the heartieſt friends, Mr Gir- 
FORD ever had amongſt the proteſtant diſſen- 
ters, continued him in his office, till his death, 
and his lady did ſo afterwards, making him an 
annual preſent of forty guineas, till about the 
year 1745, when ſhe was married again. A 
ſermon of his preached and printed in the 
year 1734, occaſioned by the High Wind in 
1703, is very reſpectfully dedicated 0 this 
great and good man, 

Mr Grrrokb was no mean ſcholar, if he had, 
he could not have been a fit companion for 
Sir Richakp ELLy's, nor would he have met 
with the various marks of diſtinction which 
ſignalized a life of more than fourſcore years, 

In 


%, Learned Author,“ this is the character which Dr Dod, 
ridge gives him in a note, very reſpe&ful to Sir Ricuard 
and his works, Sce Expoſ. Matt. vi. 16, the note, 


(a) James v. 1 
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In the year 1754, he was preſented with & 
Diploma, creating him doctor in divinity, (from 
the Mariſebal College, at Aberdeen, whence Dr 
Gill received his about fix years before.) 

He had a particular delight in antiquities. Tt 
is ſaid, that his own private collection of coins, 
which was one of the moſt curious in Britain, 
was purchaſed by the late king Gzokee II. as 
an addition to his own cabinet: And that a 
thorough acquaintance with ancient coins and 
manuſcripts, was his fort. 

His fitneſs for his ſtation, and his being a mem- 
ber of the Antiquarian Society, were the occaſion ; 
but the perſonal friendſhip of Loxy CHANcELI OR 
Harxpwicke, ArcupisHor HeErRincG, Tux 
SPEAKER ONnsSLow, and his unſhaken Patron, Six 
Ricnard ELLys, were the cauſe, under Provi- 
dence, of his being appointed Miſtant Librarian 
at the BziTI$H Musgun in the year 1732. He 
was remarkably ſuited to this poſt *®, Here his 

| G oppor- 


In ſhowing the Muſeum, the Doctor paid every neceſſary 
and Polite attention to the company; and fo laid himſelf 
out, that it was thought an additional pleaſure to go through 
the houſe, when it was hir turn to be in waiting, Being 
maſter of his work, he had an endleſs variety, with which 


he amuſed and charmed; and thoſe: who have moſt ſrequent- 


ly attended him, are the moſt forward to make this remark, 
But if at any time it happened, that a vain or thoughtleſs 
perſon, behaved with an impropriety that demanded cenſure; 


like a gentleman, and a chriſtian, he would in proper 


time, very gently adminiſter a rebuke. In this he was 


| ſparing, But one day, ſome gentlemen were ſeeing the Mu- 
| 6 
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opportunities for improvement were very much 
enlarged, and, having a talent to receive and com- 
municate knowledge, with all the eaſe of an un- 
affected politeneſs; his acquaintance amongſt 

the nobility and gentry, ſoon became prodigiouſly 
large. Some of them did him the honor of a 
mutual exchange of friendly viſits, and others of 
the firſt rank, diſcovered their reſpect for him, ei- 

ther by an occaſional attendance on his miniſtry, 
or by an obliging correſpondence and intimacy, 

Amongſt theſe I may name the Marguis of Lothian, 

the Earl of Hallifax, Lord Dartmouth | think, Lady 

Buchan, Lady Huntingdon, &c. Some letters to 

the Dr. which 1 have ſeen amongſt his papers, 

from the firſs and the /aft of theſe reſpectable 

names, confirm my high opinion of the true re- 

ligion of both, and conſtrain me to believe, that 

the noble Marquis, who has left our world, was 

a ſe- 


eum, amongſt whom there was a flippant youth, who hardly 
ſpoke a ſentence without taking. the Lord's name in vain, 
The DoRor had his eye upon him all the while; and aſk- 
ing the Doktor, Whether they had not a certain very an- 
cient manuſcript there ? He told him they had ; and when 
they came to it, he aſked the young man if he could read 
it? and being anſwered in the affirmative, the Doctor turn- 
ed to a paragraph, and wiſhed him to read it, The words 
were theſe, © Thou ſhalt not take the name of the Lord 
thy God in vain,” The irreverent youth read,—he bluſh. 
ed, and the countenances of his companions were marked 
' with a conviction of the impropriety of his behavior, and 
with an approbation of the polite manner in which the 
rebuke was adminiſtered, 
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a ſecond Gaius (a), and to call the elect Lady 
Huntingdon Gaia; diſtinguiſned from others, 
not by empty titles only, but by an hearty attach- 
ment to the religion of a crucified Jeſus, and by 
perſonal proſperity of ſoul. This mother in Iſrael 
may God long preſerve, and haſten on the time, 
when, according to ſcripture prophecy, Kings 
ſhall be nurſing fathers, and their Queens nurſing 
mothers (c) to the church of our adorable Re- 
deemer 
As a miniſter of the Goſpe! he was very liyely 
and evangelical. He was an hearty friend of the 
doctrines of free grace; and his ſyſtem corre- 
ſponded with the confeſſion of faith put forth by 
the Elders of the Baptift churches, in and about 
London, in the year 1677, and 1689. But ſo far 
was the doctor from filling his ſermons with idle 
ſpeculations, and dwelling on the more abſtruſe 
arts of his own creed, that his main topics were, 
the fall of man, —redemption by Chrift,--the di- 
vinity of our Lord, - the work of the Spirit, - the 
ſweetneſs of the promiſes.— the perſeverance of 
holy men, —and the joys of heaven. After he 


had briefly explained his text, with thefe and 


other correſponding doctrines, he made his way 
immediately to the heart, intereſted all the paſ- 


ſions of the ſoul, and ſummoned coaſcience be- 


fore a ſolemn tribunal. He was maſter of the 
pathetic, and perſuaſion dwelt on his lips. He 
was a Boanerges, as well as a Barnabas, How full 
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of conſolation were many of his addreſſes ! how 
powerful and alarming were many of his ſermons! 


His heart was in the work, and upon ſome occa- 
ſions particularly. it might have been ſaid of 


him, as it was of one of the bleſſed reform- 
ers, Vividus dultus, vividi oculi, vividæ manus, 


denique omnia vivida. His countenance was a- 


live, his eyes were alive, his hands were alive, in 
ſhort all were alive. If ever any man was 
all alive in the public ſervice Dr. Gifford was the 
man, and he retained his evangelical ſavouf\ 
in his ſtated and occaſional * labours, even 
to the very laſt, with but very little abatement ;' 
inſomuch, that when he was above eighty years 
of age, he was more active and zealous, in his 
maſter's work, than many young men of twenty- 
five. It was thus he kept up a numerous audi- 
tory, and made every one ſay, what indeed ap- 
ars true, * that the Doctor would die popular.” 
But we have reaſon to believe, there was ſome- 
whar infinitely dearer to him than the attendance 
of the many, viz. uſefulneſs, and with this, the 
Lord was pleaſed to honor him. Under his mi- 
niſtry, the hearts of obdurate ſinners were melted, 
good men were built up on their moſt holy faith, 
and converts fled like the clouds, and flocked as 
the oo to their windows. Churches of different 
denominations in town and country, have reaſon 
to bleſs God for members, who were converted 
10 Chr it * his eee. And I am 


Con- 


® For the laſt twenty-five years, of his life he preached 
with great acceptance, a Lord 's-day. evening lecture once 
à month, at little St. Helen's, in connection with ſeveral 
es miniſters of the nn — a 
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confident he would rather have ſeen one ſoul turn- 
ed from ſin to God, than a thouſand merely con- 
verted to Baptiſm; and ſo would every wiſe mi- 
niſter,--atthe ſame time, that he is determined not 
to part with any branch of what he believes tobe 
divine truth, though by ſo doing, he ſhould certain- 
ly pleaſe ſome of the greateſt men on earth. In 
the number of thoſe to whom, in a judgment of cha- 
rity, the Dr was made uſeful, we muſt reckon, moſt 
of the perſons he baptized on a profeſſion of their 
faith. Theſe, many years ago, were 600; of late 
years he has not kept an exact account; —and 
alſo the eleven perſons, or more, that he has ſent 
out into the work of the miniſtry, all of whom, 
(I ſpeak as far as I know their names) have been, 
I believe, made more or leſs uſeful, and ſome of 
them remarkably ſo z—to theſe I muſt add his 
fix ſurviving Deacons, one of whom was a cate- 
chumen of this ſervant of the Lord, in-the early 
part of his miniſtry; and, after more than half a 
hundred years perſonal acquaintance with him, 
and attendance on his miniſtry, forty-two years of 
which he has been a member of his church; is 
deſirous of bearing his public teſtimony, to the 


friendſhip and reſpectful eſteem which he has 
always had for him, as a Chriſtian and a Minif- 
ter, through the whole courſe of their connections: 
two others of them have told me that they are 
his ſpiritual children, and a of whom have 
given convincing. proof to the very laſt, of an 
n and — attachment to the 

doctors 
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doctor, as a man, and as a miniſter; —an af- 
fectionate attachment, bordering upon reverence. 
Amudfſt all his ſucceſſes, he was kept humble; 
and when at church-meeting, or elſewhere, he 
heard any declare, that the Lord had bleſſed his 
miniſtry to their ſouls, he uſed, with much mo- 
deſty, and ſometimes with faſt falling tears, to 
ſay, © Give God the praiſe, the man is a fin- 
The doctor's friendly and paſtoral viſits, may 
be ſummed up in two 'words, they were chear- 
ful and ſerious. When he came to an houſe, he 
uſed to take an early opportunity of aſking ſome 
ſuch queſtions as theſe; What do you think 
of Jeſus Chriſt? Do you love the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt ? and when he was deſired to pray, in the 
families he viſited, he was remarkably affection- 
ate, and fo very particular in ſuiting his petitions 
and thankſgivings to the caſes of the individuals 
who compoſed them, that many have reaſon to 
bleſs God for his proyers, as well as his ſer- 
mons. , ere n N 
In the adminiſtration of the ordinances of bap- 
tiſm, and the Lord's ſupper, he ſeemed to go 
beyond himſelf. At the ordinance of baptiſm, 
he was very lively and excellent, plainly ſtating 
the ground of our practice, for which he earneſt= 
ly and affectionately contended, cheriſhing and 
recommending at the ſame time a hearty love for 
all good men, who are conſcientiouſly of a differ- 
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ent mind *. He uſed to ſay when he was poorly, 
and in proſpect of adminiſtering this ordinance, 
« I ſhall get well, I hope, if I can but go and 


baptize.” Sometimes when he came up out of 


the water, he ſtood and addreſſed the audience ; 
and the laſt time that ever he performed this 
ſacred rite, he ſtood at the head of the Bap- 
tiſtery, though his gound and his other clothes, 
were wet around him, and ſung a hymn with the 
people ; this would not have been prudent for 


ſome miniſters, it may be; but the Doctor was 


a veteran in the ſervice, and has often declared, 
« he never took cold by baptizing, that he 
knew of, in his life;” and many more can ſay 
the ſame. 

How did he exalt Chriſt, and magnify the 
riches of his grace, when he came to the Lord's 
table. Here alſo he was in his element, nor 
did he ever appear more happy, than when ce- 
lebrating the poſitive inſtitutions of the goſpel. 
How many melting ſeaſons have the members 
of this church enjoyed with him at the ſacred 


board 


The cordial reſpect he had for that Man or Gop, the 
late Rev. Mr George Whitfield ; his attending him at the lay- 


ing the foundation ſtone of Tottenham-court-chapel, and his 


having preached at the Tabernacle for him, are proofs of 
the Doctor's liberality, which I think very much red&und 
to his honor. And till this ſpirit of catholiciſm prevails, not 
in word only, but in deed and in truth—prevails, towards all 
wholove our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in ſincerity; I fear much good 
will not be done, nor indeed can it be reaſonably ex- 
peQed. Has any good been done by the contrary ſpirit, 
for the laſt fifty years ? 
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board. You have been brought into the ban- 
queting-houſe, and have ſeen love, bquadleſs 
love on the ftreaming banner, which has wav- 
ed its beauties over you. Here you have read 
pardoning everlaſting love, in golden letters, 
and ſo has your paſtor ; for the Jaft time he ad- 
miniſtered the ordinance of the Lord's ſupper 
to you, he ſweetly mentioned the words of our 
text, © Thou haſt in love to my ſoul caſt all my 
fins behind thy back.“ He placed his empha- 
fis on love, as he had often done before; and 
what ſubject can be more ſuitable, what theme 
more tranſporting at the ſacred feſtival, than 
love, pardoning, ſovereign, ſaving love. . 
I faid the Jaſt time, and can you forget the 6th 
of Zune. Methinks I fee your aged Maſes com- 
ing in before you, yes, the laſt t1me,— he went 
to the table, very weak and low; the firſt words 
he ſaid were, With my ſoul have I defired to 
eat TRIS paſſover with you— before I die.” You 
were melted more than ordinary, He was not 
able to pour out the wine. You partook of 
the bread, and drank of the cup, thinking it 
was the laſt time he could be with you. And 
you imagine that he thought ſo too. And ac- 
cordingly it was the laſt time he met the Church, 

though on the next evening, Monday, June 7. 

he preached a ſermon to the Friendly Society, 
which meets at Zagle freer, on theſe words, Lær 
BROTHERLY LOVE CONTINUE. Afterwards, he 
— very freely, I am told, with ſome of 

the 
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the members of the ſaid ſociety, and then part- 


ed from them, ſaying with a chearful voice, 
farewell; and then he came back to the veſtry 
again, and juſt putting in his head, ſaid once, 
more, Farewell. This was the laſt time he was 
ever in the Meeting. 

Your paſtor bore his afflictions as a chriſ- 
tian, and exemplified that patience in them, 
which he recommended to others, I have ſeen 
him in excruciating pains, when his' language 


has been, « He "hath done all things well. 


It is all right, my dear friend though no afflic- 
tion is joyous—it will ſoon be over.” You 
have mentioned to me, with great pleaſure, how 
much the Lord has favored him for years paſt; 
how much he has been weaned from the world; 


what love he has ſhewn to precious ſouls; hos 


he has debaſed the creature and exalted Chriſt 
in his miniſtrations. When you have viſited 
him, in his confinement, you have found hiin 
in an happy, ſpiritual, waiting, reſigned frame, 
his ſoul centering in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
alone for ſalvation. He often cried out under 
his heavy pains, but would preſently lift up 


his hedd and ſay, © I cannot help groaning, 


but though I groan, I truſt I do not grumble,” 
Wedneſday, before he died, being aſked by one 
of you how he did; he ſaid, © am in great 
pain—but bleſs God, this is not hell! bleſſed be 
God, this is not hell! Bleſſed be God for Jeſus 
Chriſt, In the laſt hours of life, being aſked 

H whe- 
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whether any of his friends ſhould be ſent for, 
he replied, «& I want no friend but Cbriſt.“ 
& I wiſh to ſee no friend but Chriſt,” Chriſt 
was the object of all his deſire, he had lived 
upon Chriſt, he had preached Chriſt, he had 


gloried in the croſs of Chriſt, and now he was 


to die; but he was to die in Chriſt, And 
fome of his laſt words were, „O what ſhould 
J do now, were it not for Jeſus Chriſt? What 
ſhould I do now, were it not for an intereſt in Jeſus 
Chrit? And affectionately recommending him 
to thoſe who were around him, he fell afleep in 
Jeſus, about eight of the clock, on Saturday 
evening, June the 19th, in the Erghty-fourth year 
of his age. I am happy in being able to add 
he left the people of his charge, deeply intereſt- 
ed in their affections, and ſo they were in his. 
An ample proof of his love to them he has gi- 
ven, by making his fx deacons the executors 
of his laſt will and teſtament ; and by the hand- 


- fome legacy of roux HunDRED PouNDS to the 


Church, meeting in Eagle Street; in whoſe ſer- 


vice he ended his days. He had two ſons by 


his firſt wife, Martha Ware ; and one ſon by his 
ſecond wife, Grace Paynter ; all three died in 
their infancy ; and in the Doctor's death, after a 
very long line of reſpectable deſcent, the name 
of Giferd, (in his family) dies: but it lives, and 
ſhall long live, in the affeftionate remembrance 
of a numerous church and congregation; and I 
hope in Gop it will bloom for acss, and bleſs 
a WORLD ; in the Baptiſt Academy at Briſtol, 


now 
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now der the care of the Rev. Meſſrs. Evans 
and Newton, where the Doctor has cauſed an 
elegant room to be erected, called GIFFORD's 
MUSEUM, in which are to be depoſited his 
Books, Pictures and Manuſcripts, with a vaſt 
variety of curioſities, &c. He wiſhed to have 
taken an active part in procuring a Charter and 
an Endowment for this Seminary as a College, 
but it ſeems, the modeſty of the preſent tutors, 
would not permit them to forward fo vaſt a 


deſign, 


And now what remains, but that we endea- 
vour to addreſs the ſeveral claſſes of perſons, 
who are aſſembled, and ſo diſmiſs you. 

1. Dx G1xrorD, the man who rejoiced in par- 
doning love, is dead and gone! are there none 
here who have attended his miniſtry, but yet re- 
main dead in fin, without any ſcriptural evidence 
of perſonal intereſt in forgiving grace ? If you 
live without a deſire of pardon, — of pardon 
in God's way, through Jeſus Chriſt: Hark! 
the time is coming when you muſt die ! and are 
you willing to die without an-enjoyment of it? 
You have been told, that your ſoul is in a ru- 
ined condition, without Chrift—and-that in the 
Lord alone is help—you have been exhorted to 
_ confeſs and forſake your ſins; and have been 

aſſured, that you ſhould' receive mercy: what 
effect have theſe things had upon your hearts? 
You ſay you loved the Doctor, and ſome of you 
could not help weeping at his funeral ; but you 
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are not yet—no, not yet heartily on the Lord's 
fide; and perhaps the next news that ſhall- be 
heard of you is, that you are on a death bed or 
that you have died—1n fin, „ To die in fin,” 
Mr Burkit ſays, © is to die in a worſe condi- 
tion than a dog in a ditch,” And now, this very 
moment, you ſtand between heaven and hell. 
See heaven on the right—Behold the dreadful 


' priſon on the left:! The gates of the celeſtial 
city, are thrown wide open to you; there ſtand all 
the holy prophets, the apoſtles, and the noble 
army. of martyrs, inviting you to happineſs, and 
the infinitely compaſſionate Jeſus at their head, 
ſaying, “Come up hither.” But the gates of 
hell are ſout—ſhut, not upen you, this is the doom 
of thoſe who are within; but ſhut againſt you. 
Will you force the infernal portals? are you de- 
termined to ruin your bodies and ſouls for ever? 
Will nothing ſatisfy you but a miſery, which is 
everlaſting ? Is there a ruffian here who prays 
for nothing but damnation? a moraliſt who is 
unconverted, dwells at mount Sinai, and lives 
under the curſe? Is there à hypocrite preſent 
all maſk? and will you not, are you re/o/ved upon 
it, that you will not be indebted to Jeſus Chriſt, 
for the pardon of your ſins, and the ſalvation 
of your ſouls. Heer it, hear it The man who 
il not be ſaved by Chriſt Jeſus, faved from all 


© fin, which is bell in this life, and puniſhment, 


Which is one part of hell in the next world; that 
man eugbt to be damned---but his condemna- 


tion and endleſs miſery will not be owing to any 
arbitrary 


/ 


* 
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arbitrary or mercileſs decree in God—but whol- 
ly to his own bad choice, and abominable con- 
duct, He ſinks, ſelf doomed and felf damned; 
and all his loit fellow-ſufferers if they ever de- 
clare the Auruo of his woe, muſt adopt- this 
juſt and overwhelming truth, * Thy haſt de- 
Arayed thyſelf.“ Almighty Lord! turn their eyes 
to Calvary: help them to flee to Jeſus, the ſin- 
ner's friend, and to eſcape the wrath to come. 

2. Shall I turn to you who are members of the 
church which meets in this place. Your. paſ- 
tor is gone; you will never hear him preach 
another fermon—you ſhall hear his voice no 
more. But I truſt there will be a r-/ſurreFion of 
his ſervices amongſt you. Call to mind his 
many texts and ſermons, his fervent prayers, 
and his friendly counſels. Review the ſeaſon 
when you devoted yourſelves to Chrilt in holy 
baptiſm, and waen you joined yourſelves to this 
church, and not to the miniſter only. You are 
yet members of this, ſpiritual community, as 
much as you were when your late paſtor was 
alive, Forſake not the aſſembling of yourſelves 
together, be much at meetings of prayer; make 
a conſcience of being at church-meetings, when- 
ever your other occupations will permit—a con- 
ſcience of it, as much as you do, of religiouſly 
obſerving the Lord's day, and of Keeping your 
place at the Lord's table, As a church, you 
may comfort yourſelves with the Lite and Om- 
nipreſence of the chief Shepherd—it you gather 
together in his name—if you worſhip as in his 

prelence 
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preſence—and aim at his glory. But if you 
meet together from cuſtom nd not from con- 
ſcience, formally, but not devotionally, out of 
regard to the authority and honor of Jehovah— 


i you ſtrive who ſhall be greateſt, and will b:ar- 


lily attend to nothing but what you have had the 
honor of deviſing, or of being conſulted about 
—or if in the choice of another miniſter, you 


Prefer your own will and humor to the glory of 


God, and the apparent good of the whole body; 
if this be your deſcription, the life and omnipre- 
ſence of Chriſt, may juſtly fill your minds with 
terror, whilſt you expoſe yourſelves to the righ- 
tedus cenſure of the Great Head of the church, 
and to the contempt of all wiſe and good men. 
Rather, brethren, behave as chriſtians, live in 
the world and in the church, with a view to 


the time when you alſo: muſt leave the church, 


and bid farewell to the globe; and finally, place 
the laſt text that ever your paſtor preached on, 
3s a copy before your eye, and hang it as a gold 
chain about your neck; let it be your rule and 
x will be your orzament., Though dead, he yet 
fpeaketh ro you. Hear him, ye deacons! Hear 


dim, ye people! Hear him, ye young! Hear 


him, ye aged ! you did love him, indeed you did 
fove him! Hear him from the pulpit! Hear 
him from the grave! Hear him from the throne! 
with all the ſublimity of a ſoul made perfect in 
in godlike beaevolence: Hear him tay, LET ko- 
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z. Some of us belong to other churches: we have 
much to learn from this diſpenſation of provi- 
dence. My brethren in the miniſtry! we ſhall 
ſoon give up our account; we are now employ- 
ed in different parts of the vineyard,” but if we 
are faithful ſervants, we ſhall meet in our Maſ- 
ter's houſe at night, free from toil, enjoying 
everlaſting rapture. Our day of working will 
ſoon be at an end---with what frame of ſoul (hall 
we quit our ſtations? Do we wiſh to be uſeful? 
then let us preach Chriſt. Do we pray that ſin- 
ners may be converted and God glorified? Let 
us preach Chriſt. Do we long that we may at 
laſt finiſh our courſe with joy, let us 9 
Chriſt. 

Whoſe funeral ſermon is zext to be preached, 
God only knows, it may be his who is now ſpeak- 
ing to you. it may be yours, O fruitful believ- 
er | or thine, juvenile chriſtian ! - Let the miniſ- 
ters of the goſpel begin to pray, meditate, preach 
and converſe in proſpect of eternity. It is ſaid 
that but few miniſters ſhall be ſaved,” Will 
the Lord at the final audit, ſay to us, Well done] 
O that we may find mercy in the great day. Let 
the members of churches begin to ſet a high va- 
lue on their own ſouls, and to eſteem their mi- 
niſters more than ever. Pray for them daily, in- 
treat the Lord, with wreſtlings, that they may be 
bleſſed to your ſouls, and to the louls of others. 
Some of you and your miniſters, have often 
wept together, and rejoiced together, You 

have 
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have met in love, and parted in love; and 
again you have met and parted ; but very ſoon 
you mult part and meet no more in this world 
for ever: but glory to God in the higheſt! Chriſ- 


tians, we ſhall all meet, and never part;—in proſ- 


pect of that day, let me with great reſpect and 
affection, take my leave of this church and 
congregation, giving a brief advice to every 
one of you; but how ſhall I conclude this very 
imperfect diſcourſe? for ſuch my very heart 
tells me it is. Had I time only to pronounce. 
three ſentences as containing my advice to you— 
ro MY OWN DEAR PEOPLE at Carter Lane, and 
to all mankind ; and were I then to appear 
betore our Judge, I would expire, ſaying, 

Make much of the holy bible! 

Make much of the holy Jeſus ! 

Make much of the holy Spirit! 
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DELIVERED 


IN THE ESSENTIAL PARTS OF IT 
AT TH GRAVE or Ds, GIFFORD, 
On Friday Morning, July 2, 1784, 
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OU may probably inquire, my dear audi. 
tors, why we appear in this burial-ground 
fo early in the morning, I will anſwer your en- 
quiry by informing you, that the deceaſed often 
defired to be buried much earlier in the morning, 
to teſtify his faith in the reſurrection of Chriit, who 
aroſe early on the firſt day of the week, and like» 
wiſe his hope of the reſurrection morning at the 
Lasr Day. Theſe are truths of the higheſt 
moment and importance for you to believe, and 
frequently with ſeriouſneſs to recollect. The 
few thoughts I have to deliver will ſtand in cloſe 
connection with the deſign of our departed friend, 
and ſhall take their riſe from thoſe words in Heb, 
Ix, 27, 28, 
I It 


* 
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It is appoiated for all men once to die, and af- 
ter that the judgment to them that look for him 
\ Chriſt will come the szconpD time without fin 
unto ſalvation. 

We ſhall aſſign four reaſons why Gov has * 
pointed all men once to die. 

1. To keep up a perpetual evidence of the firſt 
treaſon and rebellion of man againſt Gop, his 
ſovereign Maker, Ruler and Judge. 

Man was originally formed to be a repreſen- 
tative of Gop's moral perfections, his wiſdo.a, 
goodneſs, holineſs, juſtice and truth. And Go 
could have no other end in creating man but to 
feel rhe ſelf-latisfaction of acting ſuitable to th 
dignity of his own nature and character, and 
to view a creature every way worthy of its au- 
thor; a creature that ſhould poſſeſs powers to 
contemplate the divine perfections, admire the 
divine works, and expreſs the moſt ardent gratitude 
for divine bleſiings, in thankſgiving and praiſe. 
Man, by his apoſtacy and rebellion, miſrepre- 
ſented Go : he accuſed the rectitude of the Divine 
= Nature, deſpiſcd the divine law, which com- 

manded nothing but what was perfectly right, and 
prohibited nothing but what was infinitely wrong: 
he accuſed Gob of folly in making ſuch a Jaw, 
and declared that it was more for his intereſt to 
break it than to keep it. Man was an infidel to 
Gop and a credulous fool to the devil: he was 
a baſe and wicked truſtee for all his poſterity, 
and tainted every drop of their blood with high 
| | treaſon ; ; 
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treaſon ; he deſpiſed and expoſed his own ſoul ta 
ruin; and fooliſhly. took the deyil's promiſe, as 
the ground of his happineſs for eternity. 

If Goo had paſſed by Adam's treaſon, ſelf- 
murder, atheiſm and blaſphemy without punith» 
ment, he would have LOOKED LIKE a SinneR and 
a confederate in the devil's plot, and his moral 
character muſt have been ruined in the eyes of an 
hundred millions“ of angels to eternity. Gop. is 
inflexibly determined that he never will look like 
a ſinner ; he never will ruin and loſe his own dig- 
nity and tranſcendent character: Not to puniſh 
fin, is not to hate it; and the whole intelligent 
creation before the throne could never have known 
that Gov had hated ſin if he had not puniſhed 
it, The truth of Goo was pledged in the threat- 
ning, that man. ſhould die. The word Darn 
in its vaſt extent, includes every thing that is ter- 
rible and ruinous to human nature, 

Our divines judiciouſly diſtinguiſh, death into, 
three kinds, natural, ſpiritual and eternal, Na- 
tural death conſiſts in the ceſſation of all the mo- 
tions of the blood ap i lungs, and à ſeparation. 
of the ſoul and body Spir tual or moral death is 
a privation of the image of Gon in the ſoul; and 
eternal death is the everlaſting ſeperation of the 
ſoul from communion with Gop. 

Sin is an infinite evil, becauſe it ſtrikes at an 
infinite good, and fixes aſtain on the ſoul through 

| an 
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an infinite duration: as fin is infinite osJEcT- 
IVELY conſidered, ſo the puniſhment of ſin is wiſe- 
ly and juſtly proportioned to the offence. Sin 
expo es man to an infinite loſs; and what man is 
there in the world who will dare to aſſert that the 
lofs of God is not an infinite loſs: or that fin 
dies not expoſe us to that loſs. Sin is the poiſon 
and plague of the human mind; it doth ſo vitiate, 


weaken, and contaminate all - the faculties and 


paſſions of the foul as to diſqualify us for al com- 
munion with the Supreme Truth, Goodneſs and 
Beauty. Gov knows that it is infinicely beſt 
ro keep up his own tranſcendent dignity, i in diſ- 


pla vying his hatred to ſin: and what | is his hatred 


of ſin, but his will to difunite himſelf eternally 


from it, and ſhew his infintte abhorrence of it; 


and this he does, by executing the ſentence of 
death upon all men around the globe, in every 
period of time. And this he will do towards all 
che numerous pectators at this grave, and on all 
mankind to the end of the world. 
2. Another reaſon why God has appointed all 
men once to die, is to ſnew in the moſt ſtriking 
light, the'vaniTy of the whole world, and i its u- 
ter inſufficiency to make us happy. 
This lower creation is continually exhibiting 
freſh proſpects of death. We live by the perpe- 
tual death of the vegetable and animal worlds: 
it is impoſſible to live a few days without being 
ſupported with the death of ſome part of the 
creation; and as all creatures yield their life to 


ſupport 
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ſupport our life, ſo man muſt yield * life to ſup- 
port the honor of Gop's life and government. 
There is no creature ſo ſubject to death as mankind, 
The third part of all the human ſpecies die under 
two years of age: the half of our race die under 
five years old; and therefore Hayeinxss is not 
to be found for them in our world: this life muſt 
be vanity for half the human creation! and 


pray what ſolid happineſs without Gop, is 
there to be found for children of a larger 
growth! Te that are healthful and ſtrong, rich 


and beautiful, what happineſs is there for you! 
Nothing is more uncertain and precarious than 
your health, ſtrength, riches and beauty! You 
have not a certainty of lite for a ſingle moment. 
Our moſt accurate anatomiſts aſſure us that the 


heart beats ſeconds, that is ſixty times every mi- 


nute, and conſequently the queſtion 1s put ſixty _ 


times every minute whether you ſhall live or die! , 


According to the annval bills of mortality in 
this city of London, there are about twenty- four 
thouſand die in a year, that is, on an average, near, 
500 every week. Can ſuch periſhing creatures 
as you are expect happineſs in this preſent world? 
Can honors put an awe into the king of terrors 
and prevent him from viſiting your chamber ? 


Can riches bribe Death for one minute; or can all 


the pleaſuics ot ſenſe, or the joys of wine and Juſt 
ward off the ſtroke of death? Goo is contin-, 
ually writing vanITY! vanity | on all your en- 
joyments, by his awful Providences, and ſpeak- 


ing 
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ing with a voice louder than thunder, * O! that 
you were wiſe, and would conſider your latter end! 


Your parents, your miniſters, your nobles, yoyr 
princes, your brothers, your ſiſters, your deareſt 


friends, are continually torn from your bleeding 
boſoms and broken, hearts. How many weeping 
families are there to be found every day in this 
populous city ? And every funeral, from the king 
to the beggar, proclaims theſe words in your ears, 
Vanity of vanities, all is vanity and vexation of 
ſpirit (a). 

3. A third reaſon why Gov has appointed all 
men once to die is, to endear the Lob Jeſug 
Chriſt to all true believers, and to excite them to 
cleave cloſer than ever to him with full purpoſe 


| of heart. 


In the midſt of all the horrors of a dying world, 
we have a living! friend, whoſe friendſhip never 
dies, his love is immortal, it endures for ever; 
and as he 1s an ever living, ſo he is equally an ever 
preſent, friend; his preſence fills all worlds ax 
once: he is always faithful to his promjles and o 

is people. His heart is made of tenderneſs, his 
towels melt with love, Ia him we have a fore 
refuge from all the troubles of life, and terrg's 


| of death. 


God's 


(a] Read Biſhop Hopkins on the Vanity of the World ; 
2 firjking piece of eloquence,—Sold by Denham in Salif- 


bury- court; price d. 


IN THE DEATH OF ALL MEN. 63 


Gop's people are always prone to be too fond 
of this preſent world ; they have been ten thou- 
ſand times deceived by the luſt of the fleſh, the 
luſt ot the eye, and the pride of lifez they have 


been ſeduced and enſnared by the pleafures, the 


riches, the honors of this vain world; and if we 
are ſo fond ot this life amidlt the ravages of death, 
what ſhould we have been if we knew we ſhould 
live to the age of nine hundred and ſixty nine 
Death is yours, believer ! and by the death of 
every ſinner, of every chriſtian, and every good 
miniſter of che goſpel, with the departure of your 
. deareſt relations and friends, Goo ſpeaks to you 
in the moſt pungent and awakening manner. 
Your fathers, where are they ! and the prophets, 
do they live for ever? This world is not your 


reſting place] I have provided sr cons0- 


LAT10N for you, in the perſon and offices, in the 
grace and power, of my beloved Son: in him you 
may boaſt and glory, as the Supkeme Goob; 

on him you may ſafely depend, for all the dignity 
and happineſs of your immortal fouls. He is alto- 
gether lovely; delight yourſelves in the greatneſs, 
the fiinelſs, the fulneſs and beauty of his perſon. 
He hath a boundleſs fulneſs of diffuſive grace. 
He is an object of complete beauty to endeat 
himſelf to your ſouls : He is able to ſave to the 
uttermoſt of your guilt, your danger, your deſires, 
and your immortal duration. Boaft of him all the 
day long, Pſalm liv. 8. Bleſs yourſelves in him, 
Iſa. Iv. 16. glory in his croſs, in nothing elle, and 


you 
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you ſhall never be aſhamed. Truſt him with your 
all in every trouble of life: and in the ſtrength of 
his Spirit, face all the terrors of death. He has 
never failed one ſoul, amongſt millions which J 
have given him; place an unlimited confidence 
in his righteouſrieſs and blood; ſo that in the 
approach of the laſt enemy, you may boldly ſay, 
O, death, where is thy Ring ? O; grave where 
is thy victory! 

4. Gob has appointed all men once to die, fot 
this very wiſe end, it is that he might demon- 
ſtrate in the moſt wonderful manner; his Omni- 
potence in the general reſurrection of all the dead. 
_ Gep will (with reſpect to us,) diſplay his al- 
mighty power in a more illuſtrious manner, than 
in the creation of the world. The firſt man ſaw 
no more of the proceſs of creation than we our- 
ſelves ſee every hour: and Gop works with ſuch 
filence and eaſe, in every part of the univerſe, 
that though he works in all. yet he alone ſeems 
not to work. But at the general reſurrection, 
when this extenſive Burial Ground ſhall teem 
with life, the grave-ſtones in a moment all thrown 
down, the tombs all burſt into ten thouſand pie- 
ces; and, in the twinkling of an eye, this vaſt 
army ſhall ſpring from under ground. But this 
will be but a ſmall ſample of the wonders of Om- 
nipotence. Every church-yard and burial-place 
in this great City, ſhall ſwarm with living bo- 


dies; and even all theſe will be but larger ſpeci-] 
mens 


— 
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mens of what a Gop of unbounded Life and 
power can do. 

All England, Scotland, and Ireland; all Eu- 
rope, Aſia, Africa, and America; the ſeas, the 
oceans, ſhall, at the ſame moment, give up their 
dead; and the whole globe of earth and water, 
from pole to pole, ſhall afford unnumbered and 
inconceivable proofs of the Divine Power; yea, you 
yourſelves, every one of you, ſhall be ſtrikingly 
ſenſible of the wonders of Omnipotence, in the 
reſurrection of your own frame, and you mult feel 
the re- union of its partner, the Sour, in ſuch | 
ſtrong bonds as will endure for ever. 

Such is the practical atheiſm of the human heart, 
ſuch is the blindneſs of the mental eye, that although 
God works all around us, and within us, every 
inſtant of time, and millions of motions, in one 
human body are every moment conſumed, and 
every moment renewed, yet you treat Omnipo- 
tence as a cypher: but, in that tremendous day, 
you ſhall never think Almighty Power to be a 
non-exiſting fiction any more. 

AND AFTER THIS THE JUDGMENT. 
There are ten thouſand arguments for the laſt 
General Judgment; but we mult ſelect only a few. 


1. The firſt reaſon why there muſt be a Gene- 
ral Judgment, - is, to vindicate the injured cha- 


racter of Gon. 
In all ages and nations there has been one con- 


tinual outrage attempted on the nature and moral 
peru 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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perfections of Gop.—Atheifts have denied his 
exiſtence ; millions have deſpiſed his eternal du- 
ration, and have preferred the bubble of a mo- 
ment to an eternity of good: his Omnipreſence - 
has been inſulted, and men have dared to perpe- 
trate thoſe horrid crimes in his preſence which 
they would be aſhamed to commit in the ſight of 
a child. His Omniſcience has been treated as 
ignorance, his wiſdom cenſured as folly, his bound- 
leſs goodneſs moſt wantonly abuſed, his immacu- 
late holineſs tarniſhed and eclipſed by the filth) 

luſts of men, his juſtice ſet at defiance, his trut 

viewed as a fable, his ſincerity reckoned hy- 
pocriſy and deceit, and his veracity; in his 
threatnings and promiſes, treated as falſhood and 
a lye; his oath has been deſpiſed as perjury, and his 


| ſovereign dominion trampled under foot. The 


ſum of man's apoſtacy and rebellion is this, 
« It is a perpetual attempt to ſubject Gop's ſove- 
reign and holy will to our luſts and paſſions.” 
Muſt things go on at this rate for ever ! mult 
Gop never appear to be what he really is? Yes, 
there is a day, an awful day approaching, in 
which Gop will ſay to every open rebel, and 
to every ſecret hypocrite, Thou thoughteſt I 
was altogether ſuch a one as thyſelf ; but [ will 
reprove thee, and ſet thy crimes in dreadful co- 
lours before thine eyes,” Pſal. I. I will make the 
whole intelligent creation know what a G0 J 
am; that my dignity. and prerogatives are infifite 
upon infinite; and . 1 have an eternal pre- 

: "ethinence 
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eminence above all perſons and things in heaven 
and earth; my whole character ſhall ſhine out in 
its utmolt radiance, before the eyes of devils, men, 
and angels. 

2. The ſecon1 reaſon for the laſt judgment i is, 
to vindicate the character and glory of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, 

There is no object that Gop loves ſo ck as 
his own Son; he is dearer to him than all worlds: 
Gon loves his Son ſo well that he made every, 
thing for his ſake; and he would not have thought, 
It worth while tohave made the world of minds and 
matter, had it not been for the ſake of his be- 
loved Son: and to ſet forth the perfections of his 
Son, has been his bigheſt and nobleſt end in all 
his ſchemes and actions, in every period of time, 
to this very hour, and will be ſo to the end of the 
world. But, O! adorable Gop ! for deep and 
unfathomable . reaſons of thy divine wiſdom, 

things have been ſuffered to run on in the moral 
dd juſt as if thou waſt lukewarm to the perſon, 
intereſts, and ory of thy own dear Son, and as if 
thou couldeſt bear to have him ſlighted and in- 
ſalted by the tongues and pens of men who have 
et themſelves againſt Him ! 

Millions of mankind have never had one 
thought of him; and where revelation prevails, 
millions think ef him with indifference and a 
cold and perfect neglect - multitudes boldly af- 
firm he is nothing more than a meer man: others 
think him a ſuper-angelic ſpirit ; and others af- 


firm 
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firm he is a created God; or a Gop by office, 
and the conſent of the Father: All theſe ſorts of 
men unite in one thing, and that is to treat Gop 
as a lyar. For he has ſurely given the moſt clear 
and deciſive teſtimonies to the infinite dignity 
and perfection of his deareſt Son: He has diſ- 
played his glory all through divine revelation in 
all the moſt grand and adorable names of I EHo- 
van Gop, and Loxy—as poſſeſſed of all poſſible 
and infinite perfections— as the author of all di- 
vine works: as the moſt glorious object of all 
divine worſhip : and it is the invariable deter- 
mination and command of Gop, that all men 
ſhould honour the Son, as they honour. the Fa- 
ther. Jobu v. 2. 

But in ſpite of all the zeal in Gop, to glority 
his divine Son, men will go on to, degrade 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; they are reſolved to run 
down the Son of Gop, as only the Son of Mary, 
and baniſh him as an idol, out of the world and 
the church. f 

Divine patience bears long with this inſolence: 
But ſhall patience never have an end? Shall Gop 
always appear to be indifferent concerning his 
Son's character? Shall men to eternity degrade 
Gop the Son with impunity ? Impoſſible! O! 
Gop it is impoſſible! Where is thy zeal, the 
ſounding $ of thy bowels, and thy ſtrength of 

love 


The ftrong and violent commotion of Gop's affections 
for his Son and his people; ſee the original Hebrew word, 
in this place. 1/Jaiah Ixiii, 15. 
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love to thy. dear Son ? Shall thy zeal never ap- 
pear? Shall thy ſtrength of affection to thy Son 
never exert itſelf ! O! it ſhall, ir ſhall blaze 
through all the univerſe, and clear the character 
of Chriſt of every ſtain, and reproach of men 
and devils to eternity ! 

3. The third reaſon of the laſt judgment is to 
clear up the no of the HoLy Spirit. 

The ETzRNAL SPIRIT is the executor, and 
beautifier of all the works of Gop. It is truly 
aſtoniſhing to conſider, how full the ſcripture is 
on this head ; we have above four hundred verſes 
concerning the divinity, perſonality, and works 
of the bleſſed Spizir. He bears the names of 
Iznovan, Gop, and Logp, in many parts of 
ſcripture, He has all divine perfections aſcribed 
to him; He created the univerſe jointly with Gop 

the Father and Gop the Son. He revives and 
beautifies the face of nature, every ſpring : He 
is the author of all the excellencies that adorn 
the minds of men. Political wiſdom, and mar- 
tial fortitude flow from his agency. All the 
graces, the perſonal and ſocial graces, the divine. 
and chriſtian graces, which have adorned the 
minds of patriarchs, prophets, apoſtles, and mar- | 
tyrs; all the gifts and learning of goſpel miniſters, 

and all the beauties of holineſs in private chriſ- 
tians, flow from his divine energy. It is his deli- 
cate pencil that paints the image of Gop on the 
ſouls of men; and all the beauty, ſtrength and 
perfection of our faculties, are owing to his gene- 
rous beneficence, | 


Now 
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Nom what have been the grateful returns for 
Mt theſe favors? How have the valiant heroes, 
che philoſophers, the artiſts, and the orators, 
of this world, treated him? Why as an un- 
erftinififtion ; have they not aſcribed every thing 
to themſelves, and given no honor to him? they 

we robbed him intirely of all the glory of his 
gifts and ornaments: Srrr! SELF! is the idol 
hey Have loved and adored. 

"Fw have chriſtian preachers treated this Sa- 
ary Aexvr! with a deteſtable ingratitude. 
B&W hive believers in general behaved toward 
this" generous benefactor and comforter of their 

Ahl chriſtians, I appeal to that Cour of 
Werk v in your own boſoms!] let conſcience 
telt Whecher a'powerfut ſenſe of his benefits, or a 
vill ingratirucde for His B8urlt568;" has been preva” 
nr in your hearts! * 

And muſt this adlorable Agent always ſuffer a 
grand eclipſe! muſt he always appear indifferent 
to his own glory? Muſt his character never 
ine out in its meridian luſtre! What! muſt all 
pofſible excellence be tarniſhed for ever! No Sirs! 
at that great day all the utiregenerated world ſhall” 
know his worth by an eternaf ſeparation from 
bim. And you believers ſhall never more prove 
ungrateful to him ; but you "ſhall ſe his eternal 
excellence, and be filled with all his fulneſs for 
ever. 

4. Another reaſon of the laſt judgment is to 
clear up the character of Gop's people. — In ſome 
periods 
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periods of the world, Gop's maſt celebrated people 
have ſtood fair in theeyes of unregenerate men. 4- 
braham was treated with great diſtinction by Ehpronu 
and the Canaanites, Geneſis xxiii. 6." Jaac was honor- 
ed with the friendſhip and reſpect of King Avine- 
beck---Toſeph was the firſt man next his ſoverei 
in the kingdom of Egypt : Moſes made an 121. 
ened tyrant tremble on his throne: Jeb ſex 
his feet on the necks of kings.---And king Saul 
intreated Samuel to honor him before the people: 
David ſpread the terror of his arms through all 
nations 'around him: Solomon roſe to the higheſt 
degrees of wiſdom and glory beyond all the prin- 
ces ot the earth : Mordecai was placed in honor 
next to the greateſt monarch in the world : the 
three heroes triumphed over Nebuchadnezzar, and 
Daniel was the firlt ſtateſman in the medo- perſian 
empire: Fobn the baptiſt taught Heres to revers 
bis character, and for a ſeaſon to hear him gladly: 
Paul made Felix tremble, and perſuaded Agrigps 
almoſt o be a chriſtian, | 

In al ages Gop's people have been the ſalt of 
the earth and the lights of the world. But how 
have the bulk of them been treated in every pe- 
riod of time? Why, as the filth of the world 
and as the offscouring of all things, even Paul 1 
himſelf, the firſt meer man in the univerſe, was | 
called a peſtilent fellow and a babbler, altho* he | 
ſpoke the nobleſt trains of wiſdom and eloquence: | 
and Feſtus with a loud voice charged him with | 
madneſs, | 
_—— * © "The | 
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The cruel tyrants of the world, have treated the 
people of Gop with the greateſt bitterneſs and 
contempt. The book of martyrs “ is an hiſtory 
of the malice of men and devils, and of the pa- 
tience and fortitude of Chriſtians, particularly 
obſerve the pride and cruelty of Diocleſian, in the 
year of our Lord, 303. He purſued his bloody 
deſigns for ten years together, and imagining he 
had exterminated the Chriſtians, he had the im- 
pudence to ſet up pillars with inſcriptions on 
Plates of braſs, © THz SUPERSTITION OF THE 
CHRISTIANS BLOTTED OUT, AND. THE WORSHIP OF 
THE GODS RESTORED. He thought he had gained 
a complete victory over Gop-our Saviour ; but 
he was undeceived the moment he appeared at 
the tribunal, in the inviſible world. 

In every period ſince, no people have been ſo 
hated, ſo reviled, ſo cruelly treated with every 
ſpecies of torment, that devils and perſecuting 
tyrants could invent, in order-to exterminate the 
intereſt of Chriſt from the earth ; but there is a 
day coming when every injured chriſtian character 
ſhall be cleared, and every innocent reputation 
ſhall ſhine out, to the eternal amazement and hor- 
ror of all their barbarous and bloody enemies, 

5. Another reaſon for the laſt judgment is this, 
that the odious character of the wicked, and the 
enn exploits of devils, may be all laid open to 


»A new edition with a large number of newly engraved 
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the eternal {corn and abhorrence of good men 
and angels. Ah ! fiuner>, Cop will bring to light 
all your deeds of darkneſs; every wicked thought, 
every wicked word, every wicked action, muſt 
appear before the whole aſſembled world. 

And that grand tyrant and murderer, the devil, 
ſhall be dragged out in chains from his den of 
darkneſs, with all his bloody legions : ah! they 
muſt all appear before Chriſt's flaming tribunal, 
to give an account of their different methods to 
ſeduce and ruin mankind. Not a device to draw 
ſouls from Gop, not an artifice to ſeduce to fin 
and error: no method of fraud practiſed by the 
crafty old ſcrpent, nor one attack of force by 
him, as a roaring lion, but ſhall be laid open, 
and all the thouſands of millions of God's peo- 
ple ſhall appear ſwift witneſſes againſt him. Then, 
O then, it ſhall appear that Chriſt is abſolutely 
an enemy to all natural and moral evil, the intire 
maſter of all bad men and devils, and that he has 


over-ruled all their vile devices to promote the 
good of his church. 


6. The next reaſon of the laſt judgment is i- 


milar to the above; it is this, that vital holineſs 
may have its final triumph and reward, and vice 
and wickedneſs may meet with eternal contempt 
and puniſhment, 

What have been the ſcenes and tranſactions of 
this world for near ſix thouſand years, but 
the triumph of vice over virtue and HOLINESS, 

L Atheiſm 
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Atheiſm has denied a Gop. Infidelity has 
treated faith as folly: enmity to Gop and his 
people, have attempted to drive love and devotion 
out of the world. Pride has inſulted humility 
with infinite ſcorn, Riot and every ſpecies of 
debauchery, have violently ſtrove to extinguiſh all 
female virtue, ſo that there ſhould not be one 
chaſte ſoul upon earta ! But muſt things go on 
at this rate for ever? Muſt the moſt beautiful 
part of God's creation be always ſeduced and de- 
ſtroyed? Muſt this world for ever appear to be 
made only for infidels and debauchees ] No, firs, 
faith ſhall riſe with diſtinguiſhed honour and 
ſttength to trample infidelity under foot. Love 
to Gop ſhall have its full empire in millions of 
fouls, and expel all enmity from the human heart; 
virgin chaſtity ſhall ſhine out as bright as the 
beams of the ſun, and all impurity of every kind, 
be hiſſed off the ſtage of the world with abhor- 
rence, Them you ſhah know how dear true vir- 
tue or vital holineſs is to Gop, and that every 
ſpecies of vice and wickedneſs are the objects of 
God's moſt intenſe hatred and vengeance. Hold 
on, ye virgin fouls, a little longer ; the crowns 
are brightening to be placed on your ſacred heads; 
ruſh forward, ye ſons of practical atheiſm, riot 
and rebellion; in a ſhort time, perhaps in a few 
moments, your ſongs of lewdneſs ſhall be ex- 
changed for the howlings of hell, and you ſhall 
know what is the infinite amount of your crimes 
in the eye of the ſupreme and eternal Judge! 

10 
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To THEM THAT LOOK FOR HIM HE SHALL AP- 
PEAR THE SECOND TIME WITHOUT SIN UNTO SAL- 
VATION, 

We have not time to conſider that part of the 
verſe which ſpeaks of Chriſt's hearing our ſins, in 
order to make a full and perfect ſatisfaction for 
them, and therefore muſt diſmiſs that ſubject 
with a moſt reſpectful reverence: all we have to 
do in this laſt part of our diſcourſe, is to repre- 
ſent, in ſome inflances, the contraſt between 
Chriſt's firſt and ſecond coming, 

And here, my dear hearers, J am obliged to be 
ort; but I wiſh, for your own ſakes, you would 
amplify upon this delightful ſubje& in your pri- 
vate meditations: it is a ſatisfaction to my heart 
to aſſiſt you with a few hints, 

Chriſt, in his firſt appearance in our world, 
came as a little infant ; but in his ſecond, he will 
come in the fulleſt grandeur of a Gop, 

He came at firſt into a ſtable, and was laid in a 
manger ; but in his ſecond appearance, he will 
come to ſer on a great white throne, form- 
ed of fleecy clouds, and burniſhed with the 

old of radiant ſun- beams. He came at firſt 
to be driven by a tyrant into Egypt—and. to be 


had in obſcurity in Gallilee, the meaneſt part of 


Judea. He came to work like a carpenter, and 
get his bread by the ſweat of his brow; altho* 
his hands built the lofty ſtructure of the univerſe, 
he came to live all his days in poverty, but he 
will come to make millions eternally rich ; he 
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came to be poorer than the foxes which have 
holes, and the birdsof the air which have neſts, but 
the ſon of man had not where to lay his head. 


*He came to ſuffer diſhonor from the ſons of 


worldly wiſdom, —to travel many veariſome 
journeys, — to ſuffer hunger and thirſt ; and all 
his days to be a man of ſorrows and acquainted 
with grief. He came to be valued at the price 
of a Pagan ſlave to be undervalued below Ba- 
rabbas, a ſeditious murderer: to receive ſlaps on 
the face by the meaneſt * ſervants in the houſe of 
the high prieſt. He came to be ſet at nought Þ 
by Hered and his bluſtering and haughty men of 
war; and he that beholds all worlds had his hands 
tyed to a pillar like a thief. He came to be mocked 
in all his offices; as a Prophet they blind-folded 
him, and then ſcornfully cried prophecy, Who 
is it that ſmote thee. As a prieft, ſave thyſelf 
and us,—he ſaved others, himſelf he cannot ſave. 
As a king he was crowned with thorns, had 2 cane 
for a ſceptre put into his hand, and then they 
ſnatched it from him to beat the thorns into his 
head, They farther derided him as a king when 
he was clothed with a ſhabby old red cloak that 
Was caſt off by ſome of the officers. He was 
made to bear his croſs alone, which you do not 
find was the caſe of the two thieves : and af- 
ter he had borne his croſs, he was nailed to the 


croſs 


„ vrypiras Under-Rowers, the lower ſlaves, the ſculliont 
of the kitchen, 


de nothingized, reduced to nothing. 
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croſs he bore. He was placed between the thieves 
as though he was molt guilty of the three, and 
hung up between heaven and earth as unworthy 


of both | 
When he firſt appeared in the world, he came 


to be bathed in his own blood in the garden; 
he will come to enjoy the utmoſt purchaſe 


of that blood, i. e. the eternal happineſs of his 


people. 

He came to be filled with aſtoniſhment and ter- 
ror *, as the original word implies; but he will 
come to fill the redeemed world with wonder 
and joy, and to fill the wicked world of men and 
devils, with terror and aſtoniſhment. 

He came to feel his ſoul exceeding ſorrowful, 
even unto death; but he will come the ſecond 
time, with infinite joy, in the ſalvation of all his 
dear people. 

At his firſt coming, he appeared in the high 
prieſts hall, at his ſecond, he will appear from 
the higheſt heavens. —At his firſt coming he ſtood 
at Pila!e's bar; at his ſecond, Pilate muſt ſtand 
at his bar.— At his firſt coming, he ſtood before 
Herod and his bullies to be mocked ; at his ſe- 
cond, Herod and his men of war muſt ſtand be- 
fore him to be tried for eternity. 

Now, Caiaphas, charge him again with blaſ- 
phemy, and rend your clothes afreſh |! Now, 
Pilite, bind him and ſcourge him once more 
Now, Herod, treat him and mock him as a fool ! 


Laugh 


t bal, Mark ziv. 
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Laugh him to ſcorn! put another purple robe 
on his ſhoulders, and, with your men of war, ſet 
him at nought, reduce him te nothing once more! 
Barabbas, now hold up your head, and riſe once 
more above Jzsvs of Nazareth, Jelus the deſpiſed 
Gallilean ; and ſwell with pride to think, that you 
are releaſed and honored, whillt Jelus i is degrad- 
ed and condemned, 


Judas Fudas ! ſell his blood once more; ſel 
him tor thirty pieces of ſilver, at the price of a 
flave. Give him another traiterous kiſs. Go up 
to him, not in the garden, but on his great white 
| throne; ſay, Hail, Maſter ! Hail, Maſter! and 
ifs him 5h = wiſh man, do you nals ? Why 
do you ſhiver? What, not able to reach him! 
not dare to kiſs him once more] once more !— 
Why, what is the matter, Judas? Ah! thou per- 
 fidious traitor ! thou wretch ! thou moſt aban- 
doncd, curſed, ungrateful monſter, it is all over 
with thee for ever and ever! 

Come, ye Jewish rabble, cry qut, now you ſee 
him upon his throne, Hail! hail! King of the 
Jews! Follow him afreſh, and with the moſt 
violent vociterations exclaim, Crucify him! Cru- 
eify bim! Now, ſoldier, ſtab him to the heart 
once more; plunge your ſpear into his boſom, 
and ſay once more, what probably you ſaid be- 
fore, Curſe the Jewiſh impoſtor, let him 
bleed! 


When 
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When Chriſt firſt appeared, he came to be ſo 
Poor as to want two pence to pay the tribute. 
In his ſecond coming, he will thew that he has 
bought a whole world with the price of his pre- 
cious blood. He was valued at thirty pieces of 
filver by the jewiſh rulers: but his blood is va- 
lued by Goo himſelf above the whole creation. 
He came to offer up a ſacrifice of infinite value to 
reconcile us to an injured Monarch; and he will 
come with all the effects of that ſacrifice before 
Kis throne, 

He came to meet an inexorable judge, deter- 
mined not to- ſpare him, and awaking the ſword 
of God's juſtice to ſmite him: and he received 
the dreadful ſword into the tendeteſt feelings 
of his ſoul. Our guilt and puniſhment was ex- 
acted of him, and he was made anſwerable g. 

In this character of a ſurety, God's juſtice com- 
bined the whole creation againſt him: the ſun 
hid his face, and he was wrapped in darknels; 
the earth ſhook under his feet—the devils were 
let looſe upon him: that was their hour and the 
power of darkneſs : Gop withdrew the light of 
his countenance : he cried out, My Gop, my 
Gov, why haſt thou forſaken me 

The 
+4 Roman penny was ſeven-pence halfpenny of our mo- 
ney, conſequently Chriſt wanted two-pence for himſelf, and 


two-pence for Peter, which he ſent for from the Fiſh's 
mouth, that is fiſteen-pence for each perſon. 


| See Dr, Lowth's tranſlation of Taiah liii. 
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The full cup of Gop's wrath, was put into his 
hands, without the leaſt cordial of mercy : Goo 
ſpared him not, he drank it off to the laſt dreg, 
and ceaſed not do drink till he could ſay, It is 
FinisHeED. But at his ſecond appearance, he 
will come to enjoy all the ſun-beams of his 
Father's countenance ; inſtead of the (word of di- 
vine juſtice in his heart, he will have the ſceptre 
of the world in his hand; and inſtead of paſſing 
under ſentence of condemnation, he will come to 
give all the millions of his people eternal abſolu- 
tion. 

At his firſt appearance, he came to reſcue the 


thief upon the croſs, out of the jaws of the great 


murderer; and he will bring that thief with him, 


as a proof of his victorious power to ſave. 


He came to grapple with Death on the croſs; 
and that horrid monarch was armed with all his 


' terrors ; he had his full force upon him and darted 


his ſting with ſuch violence and vengeance into 
his whole frame, that he ſtruck that ſting thro' 
his body and ſoul into the croſs, and could never 
draw it out any more; ſo that the king of ter- 
rors has never been able to bring his ſting to the 
death-bed of a chriſtian, nor will he to the end of 
the world. 

But this was not glory enough for our Almighty 
Conqueror; he went down into Death's dark do- 
minions, fought him upon his own ground, tore 
his crown from off his head, broke his ſceptre to 

ſhivers, 
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ſuivers, and with the triumph of a conquering 
Go, he ſaid, O Death! I will be thy plague. 
O Grave! I will be thy deſtruction. Hof. xiii, 14. 
And now the chriſtian can follow his divine Con- 
queror, with the triumphant apoſtrophe of the 
apoſtle Paul; O Death! where is thy ſting? O 
Grave! where is thy victory? 1 Cor. xv. 55. 
On the third day our Lord roſe from the 
grave; and after ſtaying forty days with his dear 
people, he aſcended from mount Olivet, amidſt 
an hundred millions of angels, to his Father's 
throne ; but who can tell the mighty ſenſations 
of joy his foul muſt feel on his firſt ſitting down 
in the midſt of the throne, when he looked all 
around: heaven, and ſaw millions who had been 
ſaved on the credit of his death before his incar- 
nation. Who can tell the mighty ſenſations of his 
god-like ſoul,” when he took a proſpect of the 
whole globe of our earth, and viewed it as his 
own, by purchaſe, as well as by creation ; when 
he viewed Bethlehem, and the ſtable where he was 
born; the manger, in which he was laid; Egpyt, 
where he was nurſed; Gallilee, where he worked for 
his bread—the river Jordan, where he was baptized 
the wilderneſs where he faſted forty days a- 
mong wild beaſts—the place where he conquer- 


ed all the devil's temptations—the ſea of Genne- 
ſaret, where he trod the waves and calmed the tem- 


peſts. - the mountains on which he preached and 
prayed—the towns and villages in which he per- 
formed the wonders of his power and goodneſs — 
the city and temple of Jeruſalem, where he pro- 

| claimed 
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claimed ſalvation, and invited thirſty ſouls to 
drink in immortal life and happineſs. 

Who can tell the mighty joys of his ſoul, when 
from his lofty throne, he viewed the garden of 
Gethſemane, where he was fore amazed, and in an 
agony ſweat blood—when he viewed the high 
prieſts hall, where he was ſlapped in the face by 
the common flaves—#Hered's palace, where he was 
ſet at nought, and treated as a mock-king— 
Pilate's judgment ſeat, where he was doomed to 
death, and the pillar at which he was ſcourged 
—the ſtreet he went through with the croſs un- 
der which he fainted when he viewed Calvary, 
on which he died—and the tomb in which he was 
buried—when he viewed the mighty proofs of his 
Godhead in riſing from the dead—whea he view- 
ed the places, where he had the ſweeteſt inter- 
views and Converſe with his dear friends for for- 
ty days — when he viewed mount Olivet from 
which he aſcended to his preſent dominion and 


glory! 


Who can tell the unbounded triumphs his ſoul 


Felt within him, when he looked into the dark 


profound of hell, and ſaw Satan, with all his 
legions routed and abſolutely conquered ; hell 
for ever quenched for his people, the horrible 
gates bolted, ſo that no believer ſhall ever come 


there! 


Who can tell his mighty ſenſations of joy 


at the day of Pentecoſt, when the holy Spirit 


_ out his rich * and gifts on the Apoſ- 
tles 
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tles, when, by one grand action, he ſnatched three 
thouſand ſouls from the jaws of Hell, tore down 
. the image of the devil from their hearts, and im- 
preſſed the lovely image of Gop in its ſtead, and 
viewed his increaſing empire through all nations 
to the end of time, 

Who can tell the triumphs of our Redeemer's 
ſoul in the proſpect he had of this iſland of Great 
Britain, of London, and its miniſters and churches ; 
of his ſaving the dear deceaſed man, and mil- 
lions more who are yet unborn! 


With reſpe& to our departed friend, who has 
lefr our world at the age of 84, it is no hard 
matter to tell where a man is gone, who has 
lived almoſt all his life, or if we only ſay fifty 
years, in the exerciſe of faith in Chriſt, and repent- 
ance towards God; in love to mankind, preaching 
in an evangelical ſtrain through the whole courſe 
of his miniſtry. As to his character I will leave 
that to be ſet in a proper light by my younger 
brother. And now we can with the greateſt truth 
uſe the common words in the form of ſervice i in 
the Church of England. 

We commit this body to the ground, in 
ſure and certain hope of the reſurrection to eter- 
nal life, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord.” 
Farewell. an dear old man, we leave thee 
in the poſſeſſion of death till the reſurrection-· day; 
but we will bear witneſs againſt thee, O king of 
ner at the mouth of of this dungeon, thou 

M 3359 ſhalt 
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ſhalt not always have poſſeſſion of this dead bo- 
dy, it ſhall be demanded of thee by the great 
Conqueror, and at that moment thou ſhalt refigh , 
thy priſoner, Oh ye miniſters of Chriſt, ye peo- 
ple of God, ye ſurrounding ſpectators prepare, 
Prepare to meet this old ſervant of Chriſt, at 
that day, at that hour, when this whole place 
ſhall be all nothing, but life and death ſhall be 
ſwallowed up in victory! 
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14. f. vew. 
19. f. delivering from r. delivering him from 
27. f. laod. r. load 

36. in the note, f. Danil. r. Daniel 

54. in the laſt line but two, dele the word in 
72. f. reſotred. r. reſtored 

76. f. behold. r. uphold. 


It may be, there are other inaccuracies which have 
eſcaped the preſs, by reaſon of the hurry of the work, 
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